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Welcome FROM MICHAEL SMALL		

Dear Participants,
Two years ago this week, we launched Renewable Cities with our first Global Learning Forum here in
Vancouver. Our goal then was to bring together an international community of practitioners and experts
committed to promoting the urban energy transition. The level of conversation and degree of engagement
was inspiring and impressive.
We are again convening this global community to build on a series of successes from the past two years. The
2015 Paris Agreement was a landmark event. The price of renewable energy has continued to drop around
the world to the extent that it can now be considered core to the world’s energy future.
In early 2015, there were only a handful of communities in North America committed to 100% renewable
energy. Today, 30 cities across North America—including our host, the City of Vancouver—have adopted some
form of a 100% renewable energy (RE) target, with more coming onboard every month. As cities lead the way,
North America has become a leader in the international 100% RE movement.
In the Global South, cities have become important participants in the international conversation about urban
energy transitions. Remote off-grid communities around the Arctic region and Australia are now talking
to each other about how to reduce their dependence on diesel and move to renewables instead. Here in
Canada, First Nations are taking their rightful place in the renewable energy revolution. All of these trends and
many more will be explored in Global Learning Forum 2017.
As a program of Simon Fraser University’s Centre for Dialogue, our work is grounded in the principles of
dialogue. Our goal as conveners is to ensure that we unlock as much of your collective expertise as possible
through Global Learning Forum 2017’s participatory format. With your help, I am sure we will succeed in this
goal.
Please enjoy the Forum and your stay in Vancouver,
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Michael Small
Executive Director
Renewable Cities
Simon Fraser University Centre for Dialogue

GLOBAL LEARNING FORUM 2017
REGISTRATION
All participants, speakers, media, and volunteers must check in at the registration desk, which is located in the
Ballroom Foyer of the Four Seasons Hotel.
Your welcome package will include a printed copy of this program and the Directory of Participants and a
name tag, which grants access to Forum programming. There is no need to print this program.
Please have photo identification with you as you may be asked to provide it during
registration.
Four Seasons Hotel: 791 W Georgia Street, Vancouver, British Columbia
(Map: bit.ly/fourseasonsvancouver)
Registration desk location: Adjacent to the Ballroom Foyer
Registration desk hours:
• Wednesday, May 17 from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm
• Thursday, May 18 from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm
• Friday, May 19 from 7:30 am to 10:00 pm

LOGISTICS
Photography
There will be photography throughout Global Learning Forum
2017, which may be published online and in reports. If you
do not wish for your photo to be published, please email info@
renewablecities.ca by May 18 with a photo of yourself so that we can
ensure your imagery is not released.
Wi-Fi
Guests of the Four Seasons Hotel have complimentary Wi-Fi as
a part of their stay. Global Learning Forum participants will
be able to access the hotel’s public Wi-Fi in corridors and
public areas of the hotel. Please note there is no free WiFi access in the Ballroom or in the breakout rooms. If you
have a mobile device with roaming access, it will function
normally throughout the hotel.
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ENGAGE
Welcome to Global Learning Forum 2017, a solutions-focused dialogue on the transition to 100% renewable
energy in cities. Leaders from municipalities, the private sector, NGOs, the research community, First Nations,
and other groups are gathering to engage and learn in Vancouver. Participants from 15 different countries and
22 provinces and states will be in attendance.

DIRECTORY OF PARTICIPANTS
The Directory of Participants is an opt-in list of Forum delegates, which includes basic contact information and
other details, to facilitate networking opportunities. Access the Directory of Participants online—check your
registration confirmation email for the website address and password.
You can change the information submitted to the Directory, including opting in or out, until May 10, 2017.
Simply access the “update registration” link contained in your registration confirmation email. This
information is sent to registrants from the info@renewablecities.ca email address.

SOCIAL MEDIA
We encourage you to use the #REcities social media hashtag as
much as possible!

@renewablecities #REcities
renewablecities
renewablecitiessfu
renewable-cities
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Renewable Cities Cafe
Need a place for meetings, to work, or to
relax? The Renewable Cities Café is an open
space for networking, impromptu discussions,
and breaks. You can fine the Café in the
Pavillon Rooms, adjacent to the Forum 2017
registration desk.

DIGITAL PROGRAM
Global Learning Forum 2017’s digital program
will be updated in realtime with new information and
announcements and is available online, including in mobile
optimized formats, at http://www.renewablecities.ca/
dialogues-projects/global-learning-forum-2017/program

Experience Vancouver
Vancouver is one of the world’s most livable cities and aims to
be the greenest city in the world by 2020. See Tourism
Vancouver’s website at
https://www.tourismvancouver.com/ for
more information on things to see
and do during your stay.
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SUSTAINABILITY
We are committed to reducing the environmental impact of Global Learning Forum 2017. This event has been
certified by SFU as a Sustainable Event. From waste minimization to accessible venues to ethical procurement
policies, events that certify as sustainable take measures to minimize negative impacts on the surrounding
environment and the people within it, while increasing positive ones. Certified Sustainable Events adhere to
SFU standards in sustainability, including the 20 Year Sustainability Vision and Goals, within the institution and
beyond. We would like to thank the Lanyard Library for supplying reusable delegate badges, which will reduce
the amount of plastic used at the event.

Green hotel
The Four Seasons Hotel has received Five Keys from the Green Key Eco-Rating Program,
which is the highest possible score. For more information on the Four Seasons hotel’s
sustainability initiatives, visit www.fourseasons.com/vancouver/

Green transportation
Vancouver is home to an excellent regional public transportation system,
provided by TransLink. For information on routes, schedules, and fares
visit www.translink.bc.ca

Green energy
Thanks to Bullfrog Power for providing a 100%
renewable electricity offset for Global Learning
Forum 2017.

Carbon offsets
We encourage delegates traveling to Vancouver to offset the greenhouse
gas emissions from their transportation. A number of carbon offset packages
are available online, for more information see wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/
how_we_work/working_with_business/climate/offsetting/
In lieu of gifts, we are offsetting air travel emissions for our speakers.
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SESSION INFORMATION
PLENARIES
Plenary sessions are held in the Ballroom. Audio recordings of these sessions will be released on Renewable
Cities’ YouTube channel in June 2017. Plenary sessions are open and may be recorded and information
publicly attributed to speakers.

WORKSHOPS
At Global Learning Forum 2017 you are more than a conference attendee, you are a participant. As such,
workshops prioritize participation through facilitated conversations, over presentation. While these sessions
will be expertly facilitated by individuals with deep subject matter knowledge, all participants will have the
opportunity to contribute if they so choose.
Accessing workshops
In order to facilitate meaningful participation, each workshop is being kept to a restricted number of
participants. To gain access to a particular workshop, please pick up a pass from the Ballroom Foyer. The
number of passes for each particular workshop are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first serve
basis.
We appreciate that you may not get access to all of your first choices of workshops. However,
with the number of offerings, you can be confident that you’ll find an appealing
alternative. Show your access pass to our volunteers as you enter your session
room but keep it with you. Access passes also contain a workshop evaluation
form on the reverse side. Workshops are held in breakout rooms on the
second and third floors of the Four Seasons Hotel.
Terms of Engagement
1. The focus is on dialogue not debate.
2. H
 ats off: Each participant is here as an individual and is not
speaking on behalf of their business or organization.
3. C
 onfidentiality: Our capacity building sessions follow the
Chatham House Rule that, “participants are free to use
the information received, but neither the identity nor
the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other
participant, may be revealed.”
4. A
 ll participants are encouraged to speak and all
participants are requested to give each other the
opportunity to speak.
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SCHEDULE at a glance
Day 1: Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Note: The SFU UniverCity site visit takes place
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Tuesday, May 16

11:00 am

Registration opens

10:00 pm

Optional FCM-ICLEI caucus for Canadian municipalities at the Wosk Centre

4:00 pm

Showcase Space

5:30 pm

“Visionary Futures: What Would a Renewable City Look Like?”

6:30 pm

Opening night reception

Day 2: Thursday, May 18, 2017
7:00 am

Breakfast

8:15 am

Welcome and plenaries: “Mayors’ Dialogue” and “A Conversation with IRENA”

9:45 am

Coffee break

10:00 am

“Knowledge Mobilization” workshop sessions

12:15 pm

Lunch

1:00 pm

Plenary: “Private Sector Allies and Partner for Cities”

2:00 pm

“Intent to Action” workshop sessions

4:45 pm

Plenary: “How RE Is Changing Conventional Thinking about Energy for Cities”

6:30 pm

Documentary screening of “From the Ashes” at the Park Theatre (offsite)

Day 3: Friday, May 19, 2017
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7:00 am

Breakfast

8:00 am

Plenary: “Transformative Actions on the Road to 100% Renewable Energy in Cities”

9:15 am

“Peer to Peer” workshop sessions

11:00 am

Closing plenary session

12:00 pm

Light lunch

1:00 pm

Optional site visits

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17

AGENDA: Day 1
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM — SHOWCASE SPACE
(PAVILLON)

The Showcase Space is an exhibition of energy planning tools, applied research, and
other innovations that will be on display and open for interaction during Global Learning
Forum 2017’s opening night activities. Towards supporting our local and visiting innovators, we have
created a Showcase Space where practitioners and researchers can highlight their work and interact with
other delegates.

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM — VISIONARY FUTURES (BALLROOM)

José Etcheverry, Professor – York University
Colleen Giroux-Schmidt, Senior Director – Innergex
Gil Kelley, General Manager of Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability – City of Vancouver, BC
Ray Wills, Managing Director – Future Smart Strategies
Luciana Nery, Undersecretary of Innovation of Management – City of Niterói, Brazil
Tzeporah Berman, Environmentalist and writer
Visionary Futures will ask a group of diverse thought leaders—including a city planner, an urban futurist,
a renewable energy executive, a pioneering academic, a resiliency expert, and an environmental
campaigner—to project what a city powered only by renewable energy would look like.
How would it be designed? How would people get around? Where would its citizens get their energy?
What are the possibilities for a renewable urban future? This plenary session will provide inspiring visions
of renewable cities to set the stage for the remainder of Forum 2017.

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM — RECEPTION (BALLROOM FOYER)
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THURSDAY, MAY 18

AGENDA: Day 2
7:00 AM - 8:15 AM — BREAKFAST (BALLROOM)
8:15 AM - 8:30 AM — WELCOME & GATHERING (BALLROOM)
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM — R
 ENEWABLE CITIES, A CONVERSATION
WITH IRENA (BALLROOM)
Adnan Z. Amin, Director-General – International Renewable Energy Agency
Merran Smith, Executive Director – Clean Energy Canada (Moderator)
Cities are responsible for most of the world’s energy consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions. As the urban population grows to a projected two-thirds
of the world total by 2030, demand for energy will reach staggering quantities. Across the world, decisionmakers in the public and private sectors face a choice: Will they meet energy demand with conventional
sources? Or will they take advantage of the benefits offered by healthier, more sustainable, and renewable
sources of energy that can offer new economic opportunities for citizens? This conversation between
Adnan Z. Amin, Director-General of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and Merran
Smith, the Executive Director of Clean Energy Canada will shed light on new trends and opportunities for
renewable cities.

9:00 AM - 9:45 AM — M AYORS’ DIALOGUE: FROM CITY
LEADERSHIP TO GLOBAL IMPACT
(BALLROOM)
Eduardo Paes, Former Mayor – City of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Gregor Robertson, Mayor – City of Vancouver, British Columbia
Shauna Sylvester, Director – Centre for Dialogue, Simon Fraser
University (Moderator)
Cities are increasingly cooperating with each other at the international scale to advance energy leadership,
including by shifting to renewables and more energy efficient transportation. How does this connect to the
best interests of the community and the drive to make cities more livable for residents? What is the value
in cities learning from each other and what impact can they have by working together or internationally?
Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson and Former Mayor of Rio de Janeiro and Chair of C40 Eduardo Paes,
both known for advancing local climate and energy action and playing leadership roles internationally, will
engage in a dialogue to connect community interest with energy leadership and an international agenda.
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9:45 AM - 10:00 AM — COFFEE BREAK (BALLROOM FOYER)

THURSDAY, MAY 18

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM — K
 NOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION
WORKSHOPS (BREAKOUT ROOMS)
Blockchain and Smart Tech: Enabling Local
Energy Markets and Relieving Intermittency
Session leader: Scott Kessler, LO3 Energy and
Fritz Rettberg, ie3 Institute of Energy Systems - TU
Dortmund University
Intermittency is the biggest hurdle ahead of
reaching 100% renewable energy. Blockchain
technology is best known for its role in the Bitcoin
market, but it is gaining renewed attention for
its role in near real-time energy trading. LO3’s
TransActive Grid improves the efficiency of a
microgrid and keeps energy dollars within the
community but how well does it work with Smart
Technology? Can Smart Meters be made Blockchain
ready? In this session, participants will learn
new ways microgrids could facilitate local energy
trading and will also explore compatibility between
Blockchain and Smart Technologies.

Demystifying Renewable Energy Project
Finance
Session leader: Trenton Allen, Sustainable
Capital Advisors
Understanding renewable energy project finance
means navigating a complex array of policy options,
challenges, acronyms, and abbreviations. This
workshop will raise the level of understanding of
RE project financing for participants by discussing
financing terminology and structures, and
examining common finance issues and policy
structures.

What’s the BEEP? Assessing SME Business
Emissions in Cities and Engaging the Private
Sector
Session leader: Elizabeth Sheehan, Climate Smart
Climate Smart’s award-winning BEEP (Business
Energy and Emissions Profile) Dashboard
graphically presents a city’s energy usage and
carbon emissions by industry and business
type. Its interactive mapping interface enables
community leaders to identify opportunities for
cutting GHG emissions and engaging with small
and medium-sized enterprises more effectively. In
this session, participants will learn from BEEP city
experience and learn how to tease a city’s energy
and emissions story out of data, which will help
them articulate opportunities to engage the private
sector in achieving energy and emissions targets.

Delivering on Zero-emissions Freight
Session leader: Matthew Klippenstein,
GreenCarReports
Transportation accounts for a large proportion of a
city’s energy use. While the solutions to renewable
and efficient passenger transportation are wellknown and rapidly coming online, the freight and
goods movement sector represents a difficult
challenge to solve. This session will examine the
benefits of electrifying freight and goods movement
in cities and discuss how it could be achieved, along
with lessons from early examples.
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THURSDAY, MAY 18

Putting All the Options on the Table: Utility
Municipalization in Boulder
Session leader: Jonathan Koehn, City of Boulder
The City of Boulder is municipalizing control of
their electrical utility. While local control over
an incumbent utility has been pursued in the
past due to rate or reliability issues, Boulder is
now trying to do so in order to achieve 100%
renewable electricity—a first in North America.
This session will discuss the tools that are available
for municipalities to achieve 100% RE. How
important is local control? How important is the
utility provider and how can municipalities shift
incumbent/entrenched powers to support the
transition to 100% RE?

Renewable Cities Need Renewable Buildings
Session leader: Tracy Casavant and Kaitlyn Gillis,
Light House
Renewable cities should consider embodied energy
in their renewable energy accounting. And this
means making links between building materials
and renewable energy goals. Much of the global
building stock comprises embedded fossil fuelderived energy and materials. This session will
provide an introduction to emerging policy, such as
requirements for whole building embodied carbon
life cycle analysis, as well as programs such as the
8-country EU pilot project Buildings as a Materials
Bank, and standards driving the development of
biobased building products. Participants in this
session are eligible to receive 1 Core AIBC Learning
Unit (LU)
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Creating an Ecosystem That Fosters
Innovation: Looking at the City of Edmonton
from MaRS
Session leader: Mark Brostrom, City of Edmonton
and Ron Dizy, MaRS Advanced Energy Centre
The MaRS Advanced Energy Centre works to
foster “innovation ecosystems” between decisionmakers, governments, utilities, and other actors.
In this session, participants will explore ways the
City of Edmonton, Alberta can foster such an
innovation ecosystem in planning the Blatchford
Redevelopment, a neighbourhood to be powered
by 100% renewable energy. How does the interplay
between actors influence the success of an energy
project? How can planners align the interests of the
key actors making decisions about procurement and
projects in a way that the market will accept?

THURSDAY, MAY 18

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM — K
 NOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION
WORKSHOPS (BREAKOUT ROOMS)
S trategies to Reduce Soft Costs for Solar
Installation
Session leader: Chad Laurent, Meister Consultants
SolSmart is a US-based national designation
program to recognize communities that have
undertaken key steps to reduce the soft costs
associated with solar energy installation in their
jurisdictions. Soft costs (such as permitting, zoning,
inspection, interconnection, customer acquisition,
and installation labour costs) represent up to
64% of current market costs for solar installation.
Addressing and reducing these costs make it
cheaper and easier for home and business owners
to install solar energy systems. This session will
provide technical and engagement advice to
communities who wish to reduce solar soft costs.

Uniting Urban Planning Processes with
Infrastructure Decision-making Using the
IEA’s Annex 63 Project
Session leader: Ken Church, Natural Resources
Canada and Carissa Slotterback, University
of Minnesota
Urban planning processes are often disconnected
from energy infrastructure decision-making,
complicating the pathways for each. The IEA’s
Annex 63 research project attempts to better
understand the gaps that exist between these
planning processes and to build bridges that unite
them. This hands-on working session will explore
the process of the IEA’s Annex 63 project, share
the lessons learned, and seek input from
participants as to future opportunities for better
integrated planning.

 ow Can Cities Get Smart(er) and Prepare
H
for Disruptive Technologies: EVs, Distributed
Energy, Cheap Solar, Autonomous Vehicles,
Sharing Platforms
Session leader: Ray Wills, Future Smart Strategies
and University of Western Australia
Cities and utilities are grappling with the spread
and adoption of new technologies that both
pose challenges and present opportunities for
local governments, energy providers, citizens,
and businesses. The purpose of this session is
to examine the range of new technologies and
business models on the doorstep, and on the
horizon, that could radically alter how energy is
produced and consumed in cities.

S hifting Power: Equity in Climate and
Energy Planning
Session leader: Desiree Williams-Rajee, City
of Portland
When updating the City of Portland and Multnomah
County Climate Action Plan, the City undertook a
novel approach. Previous plans detailed carbon
reductions planning, without thinking through who
would benefit from those reductions, and who
would be unduly burdened. This session will explore
processes by which the City of Portland developed
an equity-based climate action plan, and how it was
affected by the engagement and implementation of
the plan 1.5 years later.
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THURSDAY, MAY 18

From Technical Support to Planning Tools,
the National Renewable Energy Lab Has
Resources for Cities and Is More than
Willing to Share

Solar + Storage: Google and the City of San
Francisco Offer Cutting Edge Distributed
Energy and Storage Solutions

Session leader: Elizabeth Doris, National Renewable
Energy Laboratory

Session leaders: Tyrone Jue, City of San Francisco;
Steve Nicholas, Institute for Sustainable
Communities; and William Rucklidge, Google

The United States Department of Energy funds a
National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) and the
research is available for public consumption. This
session will explore the cutting edge research,
test facilities, models, and planning tools that
NREL develops and explore potential avenues
for collaboration. The session will include a brief
overview of the tools made available to cities, the
services offered, and the ecosystem of technical
advice available.

In a complex energy transition, distributed energy
solutions and storage will both play significant
roles in urban centres. To that end, Google’s
Project Sunroof is estimating the potential energy
cost savings that installing solar can provide for
rooftops all over the USA. Similarly, San Francisco
has developed a SolarResilient tool that estimates
the size of the solar array and batteries needed to
provide emergency power for critical electric loads
during an extended power outage.
In this session, participants will learn about solar
and storage estimation tools that could help
cities meet their ambitious renewable energy and
resilience targets.

Options for Financing Deeper Energy
Efficient Retrofits in Buildings

Canadian Municipalities Committed to
100% Renewable Energy

Session leaders: Rob Harmon, MEETS Accelerator
Coalition

Session leaders: Mark Boysen, City of Victoria; Jay
Heaman, Oxford County; and Matt Horne, City of
Vancouver

While there are many technical means to increase
the efficiency of the energy used for electricity or
heating or cooling in buildings, the incentives to do
so are not easily aligned between the technology
providers, financiers, building owners, tenants,
energy service providers, and local governments.
This workshop will discuss new financing models
currently being explored in North American cities to
promote deeper energy efficient retrofits that align
the interests of all stakeholders. The workshop will
also discuss their prospects for replicability.
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Three municipalities, three local governments
committed to 100% renewable energy for
electricity, heating and cooling, and transportation.
This session will bring together representatives
from Vancouver, BC; Oxford County, ON; and
Victoria, BC to discuss how their municipalities plan
on approaching the local energy transition.

THURSDAY, MAY 18

12:15 PM - 1:00 PM — LUNCH (BALLROOM)
1:00 PM - 1:45 PM — P RIVATE SECTOR ALLIES AND
PARTNERS FOR CITIES (BALLROOM)

Janet Fraser, Senior Vice-President – BC Hydro
Karen Clarke-Whistler, Chief Environment Officer – TD Bank Group
Lucia Casacia, Vice President – Cities and Infrastructure Projects, Siemens Canada Limited
Brock Carlton, Chief Executive Officer – Federation of Canadian Municipalities (Moderator)
Cities will need both allies and partners from the private sector to achieve their renewable energy and
energy efficiency goals. One essential partner is the utility sector that generates and distributes renewable
energy to urban consumers. Another is the financial sector, which helps fund the infrastructure that cities
will need to make the shift to much higher levels of renewable energy and energy efficiency. A third sector
is the technology sector that provides the tools to help cities reduce and manage their overall energy
consumption. This plenary will bring together senior representatives from each of these sectors to talk
about how business can partner with cities in the transition to 100% renewable energy.
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THURSDAY, MAY 18

2:00 PM - 4:30 PM — I NTENT TO ACTION WORKSHOPS
(BREAKOUT ROOMS)
Advocacy Campaign Clinic: Bringing Citizens,
Elected Officials, and Business Groups on
the 100% RE Road Trip

Transforming Municipal Processes and
Structures Towards the Local Energy
Transition

Session leaders: Anna Leidreiter, World Future
Council and Jodie Van Horn, Sierra Club

Session leader: Klaus Hoppe, Klaus Hoppe
Strategies and formerly City of Freiburg

You are inspired by cities committing to 100%
renewable energy (RE) targets and taking the lead
on implementation. You know your city is a leader
and could join their ranks. You want to know what
such ambition would involve, but haven’t known
where to begin? This is the workshop for you.
Learn how cities are mapping their resources and
identifying RE champions.

Embarking on a community energy transition is a
complex process that requires municipal structures
and process to be transformed. It requires
new ways of communicating, cooperating, and
thinking creatively as a municipal team. Assuming
that (local) governments, politicians, and other
municipal actors can be more risk averse than
risk savvy, how do these agents perceive and
understand the transformation process and their
respective roles in the local energy transition?
This interactive session will draw upon lessons
of modern soccer—understood as a process of
endlessly creating opportunities—and lessons from
Freiburg, a pioneering and “green” German city.

Experiment with ways to develop collaborative
strategies and learn messaging that builds
confidence among the public, stakeholders, and
practitioners.
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First Nations Clean Energy Projects: The
Secrets to Success

Measuring the Benefits of Moving to 100%
RE on the Local Economy

Session leaders: Cole Rheaume, BC First Nations
Energy and Mining Council and Judith Sayers,
University of Victoria

Session leader: Bryan Buggey and Meg O’Shea,
Vancouver Economic Commission; Cody Hooven and
Erik Caldwell, City of San Diego; Katie Walsh, CDP

In this session participants will learn about energy
projects developed by and for First Nations
communities in Canada. Lessons from this case
study will be complemented with an introduction to
the First Nations Clean Energy Toolkit, by the author
herself, Judith Sayers. Consistent with leading
renewable energy strategies, energy efficiency will
be duly addressed using a checklist presented by
Cole Rheume of the BC First Nations Energy and
Mining Council. Participants will work through the
energy efficiency checklist and delve into some of
the complexities inherent in planning renewable
energy projects.

As cities commit to, meet, and exceed emissions
reductions and renewable energy implementation
targets, they are also positioned to enjoy the
resultant benefits. Put plainly: making cities
greener and more livable, including moving to
100% renewable energy, can create economic
opportunities in cities. The Vancouver Economic
Commission and Renewable Cities are partnering to
further explore the connections between municipal
economic development, growing a green economy,
and the transition to 100% renewable energy.

THURSDAY, MAY 18

Net Zero Without Glitches or Hitches:
Putting the B.C. Energy Step Code into
Practice

Scaling Up: Transforming Equity-based
Community Pilot Projects into Region-wide
Solutions

Session leader: Bob Deeks, RDC Fine Homes Inc.;
Zachary May, Government of British Columbia, Rory
Tooke, City of Surrey; Robyn Wark, BC Hydro

Session leader: April Crawford-Smith and Tom
Nockolds, Pingala Community Renewables; Rob Law,
Northern Alliance for Greenhouse Action; and Steve
Williams, Institute for Sustainable Communities

The BC Energy Step Code is a new made-inBritish-Columbia standard that aims to create
healthier, more efficient, and more comfortable
new buildings. It establishes minimum,
measurable requirements for energy efficiency
in new construction as a pathway to reaching the
province’s target of net zero ready new buildings
by 2032. As of early this coming year, local
governments will be able to require or incentivize
builders to use the new code. This working session
invites delegates to roll up their sleeves and help
problem-solve some of the potential barriers to
adoption that builders and local governments have
identified to date.

Participants are invited to learn from Australian
changemakers who are putting legislation into
action and pushing the boundaries of legislation
to develop new models of financing renewables.
Pingala is a not-for-profit focused on developing
community-scale solar within the City of Sydney,
which committed to 100% RE in 2013. They will
share their experiences undertaking that process.
At the other end of the spectrum, the Northern
Alliance for Greenhouse Action takes small
community projects and scales them up to regional
programs. This session explores the benefits of
developing small- and large-scale projects.

This workshop is sponsored by Vancity.

Megawatts and Marbles: The Renewable
Energy Game You Want to Win

Opening a Dialogue on Renewable Thermal
Energy: How Might the Future Look?

Session leader: Manuel Fluck, University of Victoria

Session leader: Fernando Carou, City of Toronto;
James Gardner; and Jason Wolfe, Fortis BC

This interactive session showcases the Megawatts
and Marbles game, which aims to promote energy
literacy and foster informed discussions of energy
systems.
It teaches some of the fundamentals of energy,
including: Electricity generation must always match
demand; different kinds of electricity generators
have different operational characteristics; power
[kW] is the rate at which energy [kWh] generated,
transmitted or used; and demand varies during the
day, based on peoples’ schedules.

All levels of government, regulatory bodies, utilities,
the private sector, and taxpayers have stakes in
the success of low-carbon energy development.
Renewable electricity sources have made great
strides in recent years and thermal energy is
ready for innovation. This session is designed to
open a space for an exploration of a renewable
thermal future. The dialogue will be framed by
representation from a municipality, a natural gas
utility, and a regulatory body. Participants will be
led through exercises that flesh out the various
conditions, roles, and responsibilities necessary for
a successful renewable thermal future.

16

THURSDAY, MAY 18

4:45 PM - 5:30 PM — H OW RENEWABLE ENERGY IS
CHANGING CONVENTIONAL
THINKING ABOUT ENERGY FOR CITIES
(BALLROOM)

Eric Martinot, Director – Global Initiative for Distributed and Local Energy
Jodie Van Horn, Director – Ready for 100, Sierra Club
Michael Westphal, Senior Associate – World Resources Institute
Sybil Seitzinger, Executive Director – Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions
The increasing affordability of renewable energy is changing our thinking about energy for cities around
the world. The prospect of distributed renewables is increasing the options for cities, local businesses,
and consumers to benefit directly, with new peer-to-peer, energy-service, and community-based models.
Energy equity, and its role in economic equity, has become a key consideration in attaining a just, fair, and
sustainable transition to a renewable energy future. And in many cities in the Global South, where urban
populations may be underserved, renewable energy offers growing opportunity to address energy poverty
and access.

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM — P
 RIVATE SCREENING & PANEL: “FROM
THE ASHES” (OFFSITE AT PARK THEATRE)

Mayor Gregor Robertson and Bloomberg Philanthropies invite you to an advance screening of From the
Ashes, a compelling look at the lives and issues behind the “war on coal.”
Please join us for a reception beginning at 6:30 pm, followed by the screening of the film at 7:00 pm, with a
discussion panel at 8:35 pm. Chartered buses will leave the Four Seasons Hotel and take participants to the
Park Theatre (3440 Cambie Street). Participants are also welcome to take public transit to the site.
Global Learning Forum 2017 delegates must register to attend this screening, using promo code
“renewablecities” for complimentary access, at http://bit.ly/RC-From-the-Ashes
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AGENDA: Day 3
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM — BREAKFAST (BALLROOM)
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM — T RANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS ON THE
ROAD TO 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY
IN CITIES (BALLROOM)

Trevor Birtch, Councillor – Oxford County, Ontario
Michael Dean, Climate and Energy Project Coordinator – ICLEI Canada (Rapporteur)
Tyrone Jue, Senior Advisor on the Environment – Office of Mayor Lee, City of San Francisco
Aase Nyegaard, Deputy Mayor – City of Sønderborg, Denmark
Andrea Reimer, Councillor – City of Vancouver, British Columbia (Host)
Anna Tenje, Mayor – City of Växjö, Sweden
There’s a movement afoot that’s seeing cities, from small villages to sprawling metropolises across the
world, moving to 100% renewable energy. Each city is tackling the challenge in its own way, responding to
their own social, political, and economic contexts with comprehensive energy transition plans.
But what’s underneath the hood of these ambitious endeavours? What are the interesting and
innovative concepts, ideas, and projects that municipalities are using to advance renewable electricity,
heating and cooling, and transportation? This session will challenge city leaders to impress us with their
city’s transformative action towards 100%RE. Each speaker represents a city with a 100% renewable
energy target.

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM — COFFEE TRANSITION (BALLROOM)
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9:15 AM - 10:45 AM — P
 EER TO PEER WORKSHOPS
(BREAKOUT ROOMS)
T he Role of Renewable Energy in
Resilient Cities
Session leader: Luciana Nery, City of Niterói,
Brazil; Steve Nicholas, Institute for Sustainable
Communities; Sharon Wright, City of St. Petersburg
City staff are now being asked to produce different
kinds of plans to address different consequences
of global change, including reducing carbon
emissions, transitioning to more renewable energy,
adapting to climate change, and increasing urban
resilience. Does realizing these different goals
create competing planning frameworks? Can these
frameworks be harmonized to save staff resources
and have greater impact? This session will bring
together experienced local government staff
who have developed and implemented these
strategies to discuss the alignment of different city
planning priorities.

Kickstarting Renewables and Energy
Projects in Cities by Building Strong
Business Cases
Session leaders: Stephanie Cairns, Smart
Prosperity Institute; Jonathan Frank, CoPower; and
Jamie Goth, City of Calgary
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How can renewables be kick-started in cities?
By building a strong business case that bridge
municipal needs with incentives for investment
and development. This session will bring planners
and the private sector together to discuss how
the business case for RE and energy efficiency can
be strengthened. In this session we’ll examine an
early-stage brownfields redevelopment project
from Calgary, AB and challenge participants to
think creatively to help build a business case for the
project. This workshop is sponsored by TD Canada
Trust.

How States and Provinces Can Promote
Renewable Energy Leadership by
Municipalities
Session leaders: Len Hering, Center for Sustainable
Energy; and Jared Wright, Union of B.C.
Municipalities
Sub-national level governments, such as Canadian
provinces and American or Australian states, can
play a major role in determining patterns of energy
use. However, to date, only a few sub-nationals
have explicitly recognized the role of municipal
governments in achieving their renewable energy
goals as part of larger climate change plans.
This workshop will look at British Columbia and
California’s experiences over the last decade to
illustrate different approaches that subnational
governments can take to encourage municipal
leadership in renewable energy and energy
efficiency.

Benchmark Data on Building Performance:
What It Tells Us and How to Use It
Session leader: Cathy Pasion, Mayor’s Office of
Sustainability, NYC and Chris Wheat, City of Chicago
Maximizing energy efficiency is a priority that is
core to planning for 100% renewable energy. Cities
must begin by benchmarking how they are using
and wasting energy, and how they can conserve
it. In this session, participants will learn about the
energy performance data the Cities of New York
and Chicago have been collecting and the stories
they tell about existing building stock. Through
guided discussion, participants will gain insight into
the ways benchmarking data can inform policy and
change behaviour when paired with appropriate
incentives and market mechanisms.
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From Alaska to Australia, Remote
Communities Are Quietly Leading in
Renewable Energy Implementation

 uilding Blocks for a 100% RE
B
Transformation: Learnings from Germany
and Canada

Session leaders: Gwen Holdmann, University of
Alaska; and Tracey Cooper, The Valley Centre of
Australia

Session leaders: Jay Heaman, Oxford County; Anna
Leidreiter, World Future Council; and Peter Moser,
Institute Decentralised Energy Technologies (IdE)

When it comes to energy planning, remote
communities on different corners of the world
experience many of the same challenges—from
extreme prices to inefficiency to insecurity
of supply. By shifting to renewables, remote
communities have the opportunity to realize
a number of benefits. This session will explore
the economic, technical and social issues that
encourage renewables in Alaskan and Australian
communities. Gwen Holdmann will share her
coordination efforts through the Arctic Remote
Energy Networks Academy (ARENA), a transnational
collaborative. Tracey Cooper will share her
experience working with rural communities and
remote Aboriginal Nations, towards building
sustainable communities for resilience, wellbeing,
and economic independence.

A range of leading municipalities are adopting 100%
RE targets and rapidly learning how to implement
this goal in the electricity, heating and cooling,
and transportation sectors. To this end, partners
in the Global 100% RE Campaign have worked
collaboratively to analyze and model on-theground experiences of these vanguard jurisdictions
to develop a guide for implementing 100% RE in
cities and regions. The purpose of this session
is to explore the application of the guide, called
“Building Blocks”, sharing insights from Oxford
County, Ontario and Nord Hesse, Germany, who are
working to implement 100% RE.

Addressing EV Charging Infrastructure in
Multi-unit Residential Buildings

Learning from Renewable Energy Pilots
and Models: Informing Scale-Up and CityWide Targets

Session leaders: Erik Caldwell, City of San Diego;
Suzy Goldberg, SFU Sustainable Transportation
Action Research Team and Alex Louis, AddÉnergie
Charging in multi-unit residential buildings
(MURBs) presents an ongoing challenge for cities.
AddÉnergie’s, FLO program is one solution. By
joining the FLO network, EV owners pay a flat fee
to charge at any station in the network, including
those in residential buildings—a good solution
to support EV uptake in the next 5-10 years? This
dialogue explores the shifting demands for charging
infrastructure and the challenges cities face in
anticipating future transportation needs.

Session leader: Eric Martinot, Global Initiative for
Distributed and Local Energy
Many new ways to bring renewable energy to cities
have been emerging in recent years. Examples of
such models, or “use-cases,” are net-zero-energy
buildings, peer-to-peer trading, community-scale
projects, and district-level energy systems. How
viable are these models? Can they be scaled-up?
What are we learning from pilots, such as policies
and partnerships that support success? And what
are the implications for city plans and long-term
targets? This working session will allow
participants to think-through and gain insights into
these questions.
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11:00 AM - 12:00 AM — C
 LOSING PLENARY (BALLROOM)

This interactive session will draw upon the diverse voices of participants to reflect on the Forum and chart
a course for the future of renewables in cities.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM — LIGHT LUNCH (BALLROOM)
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM — OPTIONAL SITE VISITS
(VARIOUS LOCATIONS)
Global Learning Forum 2017 participants will have the opportunity to partake in site visits to clean energy
and sustainable urbanism installations around Vancouver. These guided site visits are an important
component of Forum 2017 and will allow participants to interact with planners, designers, engineers, and
community leaders. Visits take place on Tuesday, May 16 (one day before Global Learning Forum 2017
begins) and Friday, May 19.
For more information on site visits, see p.22.
Upon registering for Global Learning Forum 2017, you should have received instructions via email on how
to register for site visits. We will endeavour to ensure that participants can participate in their prefered
site visit(s). An announcement will be made during lunch on May 19 regarding site visit assignments as
additional space may become available.
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OPTIONAL Site Visits		
SFU’s “Univercity” Complete Community
and LIving Laboratory
Tuesday, May 16 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Simon Fraser University’s home campus, UniverCity sits atop Burnaby
Mountain and has been designed to be a “complete community” that
doubles as a living laboratory where students can learn first hand and
new innovations can be implemented. It is a planning project but also
a governance project, an economic microcosm, and above all else,
a community. With amenities ranging from a daycare and a school
through to lecture halls and labs, UniverCity is a home and workplace
for all stages of life–from birth to retirement. On this tour, participants
will learn about the opportunities for district and distributed energy
systems and energy efficiency and the benefits of protecting greenspace and
developing compact neighbourhoods.
Note: it is the responsibility of participants to get to and from this particular site visit, which takes place the
day before Forum 2017 officially opens. Participants may join this site visit without registration. The address is
SFU Community Trust 130 – 8960 University High Street, Burnaby, BC. Map: https://goo.gl/maps/Lfj9cLcky8E2

Heat Reclamation at Vancity’s Headquarters
Friday, May 19 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Vancity, Canada’s largest credit union, is saving energy and money through
smart heat recovery measures at its corporate headquarters in Vancouver.
Tour this award-winning heat recovery system with the engineer who
designed it, Scott Sinclair of SES Engineering. Since January 2015,
this Heat Reclaim project has achieved a 97% reduction in annual gas
consumption, a 75% reduction in GHG emissions, and 35% in domestic
hot water needs. All this with a payback of 6.3 years. It’s not business as
usual to use a heat recovery chiller in this manner but there are exciting
opportunities for broader applications in the future.
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Vancouver “Cycling City”, A Community
in Transition
Friday, May 19 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Vancouver has made great strides forward to become a “cycling city”,
but what’s behind this success and how have the city’s different
communities come along? Join Chris and Melissa Bruntlett of Modacity
for an interactive tour of Vancouver’s bikability, by bike. The tour
touches on the Burrard Bridge pilot, “bikelash” and the business
community’s changing perspective, shifting ridership numbers and
demographics, the reimagining of Robson Square, and the recent launch
of Vancouver’s new bike sharing system, Mobi.

UBC’s Campus Energy Centre & Bioenergy Facility
Friday, May 19 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm
On this site visit, you will explore UBC’s energy facilities, which are core
to achieving campus climate action targets, and learn about UBC’s
sustainability efforts. UBC’s new Campus Energy Centre (CEC) is a
state-of-the-art hot water boiler facility and the primary energy source
for the new Academic District Energy System (ADES). The facility is
constructed using Canadian produced Cross Laminated Timber (CLT),
a new wood building material that can be used as a low carbon,
renewable alternative to steel construction and houses. Participants
will also visit the Bioenergy Research & Demonstration Facility (BRDF),
which is a unique combined heat and power (CHP) facility on campus that
can produce both clean, renewable heat and electricity.
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OUTCOMES AND WHAT’S NEXT
We intend to document the ideas generated by Global Learning Forum 2017 as fully as possible.
PowerPoint presentations for the panels and workshops will be posted on our website. Audio recordings from
the plenary sessions will be posted on our YouTube channel.
In addition, we will publish a report synthesizing the ideas we have heard on our website during fall 2017. All
participants will be notified of these outputs via email.

Evaluation
To understand the quality and impact of our dialogues and inform Renewable Cities’ strategic planning
processes, we will be conducting a full evaluation of Global Learning Forum 2017.
Following your workshops, please complete the session feedback form, which is located on the back of
workshop access passes, and return them to staff or volunteers.
We would ask that all delegates complete a Forum 2017 evaluation on site or online. These evaluation forms
will be available at the registration desk and an online version will be sent to all participants.
Following Global Learning Forum 2017, we will be conducting short interviews with participants to further
assess the outcomes of the event.
More information is available on our program website at www.renewablecities.ca

The Renewable Cities team: Angela
Paley, Michael Small, Keane
Gruending, Kathryn Sheps,
and Betsy Agar
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About US
Renewable Cities is a global program of Simon
Fraser University’s Centre for Dialogue in Vancouver,
Canada. Our mission is to support cities through the
transition to 100% renewable energy and increased
energy efficiency.
SFU Harbour Centre
3300 - 515 West Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V6B 5K3
www.renewablecities.ca
info@renewablecities.ca

Michael Small, Executive Director
Michael sets the strategic direction
for the organization, leads the
Renewable Cities team, and
establishes strategic relationships with
partners and donors.

Betsy Agar, Research Manager
Betsy oversees the program’s
research, collaborates with global
colleagues, and designs engaging
dialogues.

Keane Gruending,
Communications Manager
Keane is responsible for advancing
Renewable Cities’ mission through a
wide range of communications
channels, including stakeholder and public engagement.

Building on Global Learning
Forum 2015
Renewable Cities launched at Global Learning Forum
2015 in Vancouver, Canada in May of 2015.
In less than two years following our first Forum, a
dozen cities in North America alone have adopted
a 100% RE plan—including the Cities of Vancouver
and San Diego. The world came together at COP21
in Paris where nearly 1000 city elected officials
made the aspirational commitment to move to 100%
renewable energy or adopt an 80% carbon reduction
by 2050 goal.
Renewable Cities will build on this momentum
and again convene a community of ambitious
local governments, forward-thinking companies
and energy providers, and impactful NGOs and
researchers at Forum 2017.
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Kathryn Sheps, Operations
Manager
Kathryn manages all aspects of
Renewable Cities’ operations,
including management of grants,
finances and logistics.

Angela Paley, Program
Coordinator
Angela is responsible for
coordinating public events,
supporting the team’s projects,
events, administration, and 			
scheduling.

SPEAKERS AND
SESSION LEADERS
Trenton Allen, Managing
Director and CEO – Sustainable
Capital Advisors
Mr. Allen is an experienced energy and
banking professional with nearly 20 years
and $18 Billion in transaction experience. Mr. Allen has
financed a wide range of infrastructure projects including,
water, wastewater, energy efficiency, fossil and renewable
energy for utility, business and governmental clients. Mr.
Allen is a frequent speaker at major energy conferences
and is widely regarded as a thought leader in the financing
of clean energy projects. Mr. Allen is passionate about
energy security and creating solutions that provide energy
access to underserved communities around the world.

Adnan Z. Amin, Director-General
– International Renewable Energy
Agency
Adnan Z. Amin is the Director-General
of the International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA), currently serving his second term. He
has over twenty five years of experience and recognized
accomplishments in the international arena, primarily
in the fields of sustainable development, international
energy and environment policy, as well as a solid track
record in institutional and organisational development and
management of international organisations.
Mr. Amin joined IRENA in 2010 as the Interim DirectorGeneral of the Preparatory Commission for IRENA. In
April 2011, he was elected as the agency’s first DirectorGeneral. During his tenure, IRENA has become the
global authority on renewable energy and a vibrant
international organisation. The agency today provides
the world community with a strong international
cooperation framework to accelerate sustainable
energy transformation, as a major pathway to fostering

sustainable development and one of the most important
solutions to climate change.
A key priority of Mr. Amin’s tenure at IRENA was to create
an inclusive and agile agency, responsive to the needs of
its Members. In only five years, IRENA membership almost
tripled since he took office, growing to over 170 countries
in 2015.

Allison Ashcroft, Network
Coordinator – Canadian Urban
Sustainability Practitioners (CUSP)
Allison is the Network Coordinator for
Canadian Urban Sustainability Practitioners
(CUSP), a Partner Network of the Urban Sustainability
Directors Network (USDN). Launched in 2009, USDN is
a robust peer-to-peer network of 145+ cities and more
than 600 practitioners dedicated to creating a healthier
environment, economic prosperity, and increased social
equity. As the coordinator for Canada’s largest and
leading sustainable communities, Allison assists local
government sustainability practitioners to curate and
execute high-impact strategies through enhanced peer
and partnership connections.

Tzeporah Berman, Environmentalist
and writer
Tzeporah Berman is a Canadian
environmental activist and writer, and
has 20 years of experience designing
environmental campaigns in Canada and internationally.
She is known for her role as the blockade coordinator for
largest civil disobedience in Canada’s history in Clayoquot
Sound in 1993. She currently works as a strategic advisor
to a number of First Nations, environmental organizations
and philanthropic foundations on climate and energy
issues, including the oil sands and pipelines. This year she
was appointed by the Alberta Government to Co-Chair
the Oilsands Advisory Working Group tasked with making
recommendations to implement climate change and
cumulative impact policies. Last year she was appointed to
the BC Government Climate Leadership Team tasked with
making policy recommendations to meet BC legislated
climate targets. Tzeporah is an Adjunct Professor, Faculty
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of Environmental Studies, York University, the former CoDirector of Greenpeace International’s Climate Program
and Co-founder of ForestEthics. Her book This Crazy Time:
Living Our Environmental Challenge was published by
Knopf Canada in 2011. Berman was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate in 2013 by the University of British Columbia.

Trevor Birtch, Councillor – Oxford
County, Ontario
Trevor Birtch is passionate about the
City of Woodstock and its future. His
family has called Woodstock home for over
six generations.
Trevor worked as a Financial Analyst at the County of
Oxford for the past 11 years retiring from his post when
he became Mayor. Trevor is no stranger to municipal
government and the process; as a public servant he is
equipped with the leadership ability and financial knowhow necessary to get things done, and to ensure that the
City of Woodstock is managed in a fiscally responsible
and prudent manner. Trevor holds the Certified Municipal
Officer designation from AMCTO, the most comprehensive
accreditation programs in Canada for municipal leadership.
As the Mayor of the City of Woodstock, Ontario and a
Councillor for the County of Oxford, he is helping to lead
the municipality’s efforts to become 100% renewable
energy powered by 2050.

Mark Boysen, Manager of
Corporate Engineering Services –
City of Victoria, BC
Mark Boysen leads sustainability and
climate action programs for Victoria
including development and implementation of a Climate
Leadership Strategy that will set a path to achieve the
City’s 100% renewable energy targets. After advancing
sustainability at the District of Saanich for 8 years,
Mark now leads sustainability, asset management and
GIS services for the City of Victoria. Prior to working in
municipal government, Mark spent 10 years providing
sustainability consulting to corporations and communities.
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Chris and Melissa Bruntlett, CoFounders – Modacity
In the summer of 2010, Chris and
Melissa Bruntlett, along with their
two young children, made the conscious
decision to sell the family car, embarking on a new and
enlightening adventure. Forced to move to a multimodal commute, relying on public transit, walking
and a lot of cycling, the Bruntletts quickly realized the
benefits of living a ‘car-lite’ lifestyle, not the least of
which was the increased human interaction with the
city they call home. Four years later, Chris and Melissa
took their passion further by founding Modacity, a
multi-service consultancy that through their work as
writers, filmmakers, photographers and speakers inspires
“healthier, happier, simpler forms of urban mobility.” Their
stories of Vancouver’s emerging bike culture garnered
an international audience, and have been featured in
publications such as Momentum Magazine, Grist, Spacing
Magazine and the Huffington Post.

Bryan Buggey, Director – Vancouver
Economic Commission
Bryan is responsible for economic and
business development at the City of
Vancouver’s Economic Commission. In his
role as Director, he is leading a team in charge of several
initiatives with respect to the City’s Greenest City Action
Plan, Digital Strategy and its Economic Action Strategy.
These initiatives include the creation of an innovation hub
for technology start-up and social innovators; a clean-tech
demonstration program leveraging municipal assets and
infrastructure; and supporting the creation of a Green
Enterprise Zone and a Digital District. Bryan also heads
up the business development team that is responsible for
strengthening the key sectors that support the so-called
Green, Digital and Innovation Economies.
Professionally, Bryan’s key interests lay in the
transformation of the local economy to a low-carbon
future leveraging innovative technologies, clean energy
and sustainable urban design as important tools to
achieve that goal. Bryan has an undergraduate degree in
Economics (Regional Economic Development), an MBA

in IT Strategy and is also a graduate of UBC’s Summer
Institute for Sustainability.

Stephanie Cairns, Director –
Cities and Communities, Smart
Prosperity Institute
Stephanie directs the Cities and
Communities program at the Smart
Prosperity Institute (formerly Sustainable Prosperity),
Canada’s leading source of research and policy insights for
a stronger, cleaner economy. She has done policy research
on energy, environment, and economics for 25 years. In
2016, she led the research on Community Energy Planning:
the Value Proposition for the Getting to Implementation
in Canada project. Stephanie served on the 2015 Panel
that drafted Alberta’s new climate change policy, and has
also been a consultant or board member with Canada’s
leading environmental think tanks (International Institute
for Sustainable Development, Pembina Institute, National
Round Table on the Environment and the Economy,
Canadian Institute for Advanced Research), and a policy
advisor in the Prime Minister’s Office. She graduated
from the University of Toronto and from the International
Institute for Industrial Environmental Economics at Lund
University, Sweden.

Erik Caldwell, Director – Economic
Development, City of San Diego
In March of 2015, Erik Caldwell was
appointed as Director of the City of
San Diego’s newly created Economic
Development. The department is focused on strengthening
communities by establishing strategic partnerships
which cultivate a sustainable, dynamic economy and
create community development opportunities. Under
Mr. Caldwell’s leadership, the Department supports the
continued growth of San Diego’s established analytics,
cleantech, cyber security, defense, life science, and
maritime industry clusters. The department is also charged
with leading the City’s efforts to reduce its carbon footprint
by 50% and power the City’s buildings and homes with
100% clean energy by 2035.
Prior to joining the City, Mr. Caldwell served as Vice-

President of Government Partnerships for a San Diegobased clean energy financing company. Mr. Caldwell’s
experience also includes a long career in public policy,
having advised elected officials at the City of San Diego,
County of San Diego, California State Board of Equalization,
and California State Assembly.
Mr. Caldwell previously worked for the City of San Diego
as Deputy Director of Policy to former San Diego Mayor
Jerry Sanders. In this capacity, he was responsible for the
implementation of the Mayor’s economic development
strategy and leading the City’s efforts to support the
region’s innovation economy.

Brock Carlton, Chief Executive
Officer – Federation of Canadian
Municipalities
Since joining the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) 20 years ago, Mr.
Carlton has established himself as a leader on municipal
issues, both domestically and internationally. He managed
ideas, resources and opportunities to build FCM’s global
program, which focuses on strengthening municipal
government and local governance, and on enhancing
policy frameworks toward local sustainability. Mr. Carlton
represented Canada on the OECD Urban Municipal
Development Secretariat’s Sustainable Cities Working
Group in the early 1990s. He was a faculty member of the
Local Government Leadership Institute at the Banff School
of Management and of the Cambridge University Business
and Environment Seminar (the latter, delivered for national
government leaders in Wales). Mr. Carlton currently sits
on the Leadership Council for Carleton University’s School
of Public Policy and Administration. He is also leading an
initiative for sustainable living in Ottawa West, to bring a
Bike Share program to his community. Brock has a master’s
degree in International Affairs from the Norman Patterson
School at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario.
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Fernando Carou, Lead – Community
Energy Planning, City of Toronto
Fernando Carou leads the netzero Community Energy Planning
(CEP) program and is also in charge of
assembling the technical, business, and policy framework
for the development of new low-carbon District Energy
Systems (DES) in the City of Toronto.
His focus is on integrating energy and emissions planning
into community and economic growth plans, deep
greening of existing buildings, and net-zero development
to address issues at the source for better outcomes,
including climate change mitigation and adaptation
(resilience to high impact events, low carbon solutions)
and fostering local economic benefit.
Fernando is the past Chair of the Ontario Society of
Professional Engineers (OSPE) Energy Task Force, a
founding member of the QUEST Ontario Caucus, a
contributor to the CSA Technical Committee C282 on
Emergency Electrical Power Supply for Buildings, and a
member of the recently created CaGBC renewable energy
working group for net-zero buildings.
Fernando holds an engineering degree from the University
of Toronto, has Sustainability training from the Harvard
University Extension School, and is working towards a
Diploma in Public Administration in Local Government
from Western University.

Lucia Casacia, Vice President – Cities
and Infrastructure Projects,
Siemens Canada Limited
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As the Vice President, Cities and
Infrastructure Projects, Ms. Casacia
leads Siemens Canada’s strategic focus on cities account
management in order to leverage federal, provincial
and municipal government infrastructure investment
in cities across Canada. Ms. Casacia brings to Siemens
extensive experience in the areas of engineering,
construction management and commissioning of capital
expansion projects. She is a valued member of Siemens
Canada’s leadership team, most recently as the head of

the Low Voltage & Products business unit in the Energy
Management division.
Ms. Casacia is a graduate of McMaster University and
has a Masters Certificate in Strategic Leadership from
the Schulich School of Business in Toronto. Other areas
of certification include Operational Excellence and Lean
Manufacturing (5S).

Tracy Casavant, Director of Resource
Innovation – Light House
Sustainable Building Centre
Tracy brings a unique soft and hard
skill set of training and experience to her
circular economy efforts. Combining chemical engineering
with graduate work in industrial ecology, she has more
than 20 years of experience advancing sustainability in
industry and communities. She is currently working to
bring the award winning national industrial symbiosis
program model to Canada, and is working to bring the
building industry into the circular economy. She has also
developed numerous local government policies, such as
the Guide to Eco-Business Zone Planning and Development
for the Toronto & Region Conservation Authority, designed
to support eco-industrial development in communities,
including industrial symbiosis. Tracy teaches industrial
ecology as part of BCIT’s Environmental Engineering
Technology program.

Ken Church, Team Leader –
Communities Group, Natural
Resources Canada
Mr. Church is the Team Leader for the
Communities Group in Natural Resources
Canada where he has been for the past almost 18 years.
In this time he has been managing research into tools,
guidelines and best practices that relate energy demand
to the urban environment. He actively promotes district
energy, community planning and energy mapping and
works to raise their awareness at the municipal level. He
represents Canada’s at the International Energy Agency
and works closely with associations such as QUEST,
IDEA and the FCM as well as utilities and industries. His
background ranges from nuclear submarines to

industrial heat recovery but his latest area of work is
in spearheading an initiative to bring together district
energy and land-use planning practices in the
development of Smart Energy communities.

Karen Clarke-Whistler, Chief
Environment Officer – TD
Bank Group
Karen Clarke-Whistler has been the
Chief Environment Officer of TD Bank
Group since 2008. An environmental scientist, she spent
more than 15 years consulting to a diverse base of clients
in North and South America, Europe and Africa prior to
joining TD.
Karen developed and leads a program that embeds an
environmental perspective in TD’s core business strategy
and has been instrumental in the bank being recognized
as a North American environmental leader and a global
climate leader. In 2010 TD became the first North
American-based carbon neutral bank and in 2014 the first
commercial bank in Canada to issue a green bond. TD is
Canada’s only major financial institution that sources 100%
of its electricity from renewable sources.
Karen has twice been named one of Canada’s Clean 16 for
her “outstanding contribution to clean capitalism.”

April Crawford-Smith, Convenor –
Pingala Community Renewables
April has a vision for building
empowered, creative, self-sustaining
communities and has been working in
social justice and environmental campaigning for many
year. Currently Project Manager for The Valley Centre; an
on-the-ground sustainable community building + youth
empowerment organisation, focusing on working with
Aboriginal communities across the country. April is also
Convenor of Pingala Community Renewables for Sydney,
which has a vision to unlock the value of community
finance in developing community owned and run solar
farms. April has extensive experience in campaigning,
community facilitation and project management, with
a passion for creative, community driven solutions

addressing climate change and resilience issues into
the future.

Rebecca Danard, Executive Director
– reThink Green
As Executive Director of reThink
Green Rebecca Danard is passionate
about finding collaborative solutions to
environmental challenges. With extensive experience in
non-profit leadership, project management, and event
planning, she connects grass roots groups, non-profits,
businesses and government agencies to ideas, partnerships
and resources. By using creative, innovative, data-driven
strategies and tools, she works to build a sustainable
community in Greater Sudbury and beyond. She leads
a team of staff, volunteers and community leaders to
produce community events such as the Greater Sudbury
Earth Day Festival and semi-annual Green Gatherings.
Rebecca also recruits and supports members of the Forge:
the co-working space that reThink Green operates as a
social enterprise. Through Green Economy North, powered
by Sustainability CoLab, Rebecca helps businesses and
organizations maximize the benefits for becoming more
sustainable. This project was recently recognized with a
2016 Innovation Award from Green Communities Canada.
Trained as classical musician, Rebecca also plays principal
clarinet in the Sudbury Symphony Orchestra.
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Michael Dean, Climate and Energy
Project Coordinator – ICLEI Canada
As Climate and Energy Project
Coordinator for ICLEI Canada, Michael is
responsible for coordinating ICLEI Canada’s
work on a variety of local level mitigation and energy
planning projects. Michael has been involved in the
development of Community Energy Plans using GIS
and mapping expertise, data collection, analysis, and
research as well as through developing emissions
reductions scenarios.
Michael is also involved in coordinating technical activities
related to the Partners for Climate Protection program,
including providing technical guidance to municipalities
building emissions inventories, reviewing milestone
applications, and assisting in the development of research
publications and developing climate change actions
planning and scenario building tools.
Michael will speak on behalf of the ICLEI World Secretariat
who facilitates the ICLEI Global 100% Renewable Energy
Cities and Regions Network. This community of practice
brings together leading and learning cities, towns and
regions that are driving the transition towards 100%
Renewable Energy to facilitate peer-learning and
accelerate progress.
The ICLEI Global 100%RE Cities and Regions Network is
part of the multi stakeholder Global 100% Renewable
Energy Campaign.

Bob Deeks, President – RDC Fine
Homes Inc.
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Bob is owner and President of RDC
Fine Homes Inc. located in Whistler
BC with operations in Vancouver,
Squamish, Pemberton and Whistler. RDC is involved in
the construction and renovation of both single family
and multi-family residences with a focus on sustainable,
healthy high performance construction. RDC is recognized
as a leader in the residential construction industry and
have won 11 Georgie awards since 2006. RDC completed
BC’s 1st Net Zero energy home in 2010 and was one of
the 1st BC builders to adopt the Built Green™ and Energy

Star labels. RDC is also certified to label homes under
Canadian Home Builders Association Net Zero label. Bob
is a past president of CHBA S2S and CHBA BC and was
awarded Whistlers Business Person of the Year in 2015. He
is currently Chair for CHBA’s TRC committee and Vice Chair
of CHBA’s Net Zero Council.

Ron Dizy, Managing Director – MaRS
Advanced Energy Centre
Ron is the Managing Director of the
Advanced Energy Centre at MaRS,
focused on fostering the adoption of
advanced energy technologies in Ontario and Canada,
and leveraging those successes and experiences into
the international.
He was previously the President and CEO of ENBALA
Power Networks, a smart grid technology company
connecting demand side resources in real time to provide
grid optimization services to utilities and system operators
to increase the overall efficiency and reliability of the
power system.
His entire career has been focused on bringing new
technologies to evolving markets, including spending
nearly ten years as a venture capitalist (both as a direct
investor and as a pension fund manager), co-founding a
company specializing in artificial intelligence and gathering
experience in major consulting firms. Ron holds a degree in
Industrial Engineering from the University of Toronto.

Elizabeth Doris, Principal Laboratory
Program Manager, State, Local,
and Tribal
Audiences – National Renewable
Energy Laboratory
Elizabeth Doris is the Principal Laboratory Program
Manager for State Local, and Tribal Audiences at the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (a national
laboratory of the U.S. Department of Energy). She manages
a $10M annual portfolio and is responsible for developing
and directing all aspects of NREL’s relationship with these
audiences and coordinating these activities across the
laboratory. Liz has over 15 years of program development
and management experience in energy efficiency and

renewable energy policy research and content expertise in
energy policy, including over 50 publications on effective
policies for clean energy development. She has a B.S.
degree in Environmental Science from Boston University
and an M.A. in Environmental Policy from Johns Hopkins.

José Etcheverry, Professor – York
University
Dr. José Etcheverry joined the Faculty
of Environmental Studies at York
University in 2007. He is currently an
Associate Professor conducting research, graduate training
and undergraduate teaching on renewable energy as CoChair of the Faculty’s Sustainable Energy Initiative. Prior to
joining York, Dr. Etcheverry taught environmental policy at
Simon Fraser University and the Centre for Environment
at the University of Toronto. Dr. Etcheverry’s areas of
academic interest include climate change mitigation,
international and national renewable energy policies, rural
electrification, educational and capacity development
networks and new media and communications. His
current academic research is focused on renewable energy
technology transfer, innovative training and knowledge
mobilization techniques, climate change mitigation and
sustainable energy policies.

Manuel Fluck, PhD Candidate –
Megawatts and Marbles
Manuel Fluck recently completed his
PhD work at the Institute for Integrated
Energy Systems at the University of Victoria
(IESVic). In his research he developed a new stochastic
calculation model to assess unsteady aerodynamic blade
loads to enable the design of more efficient wind turbines.
At IESVic Manuel also met various researchers studying
feasible paths to a sustainable energy future, including
Benjamin Lyseng, a fellow PhD student working on energy
systems planning. Manuel and Benjamin combined their
expertise in modeling complex problems and knowledge of
energy systems to translate the abstract theory discussed
at IESVic into a concrete experience with accessible
learning outcomes. Megawatts and Marbles, a game-

based, hands-on workshop that facilitates an informed
discussion about the transition to “greener” electricity
systems, is the result of their work.
Manuel holds a Master’s degree in Aerospace Engineering
from the Technical University of Munich, Germany, and
has previously worked in the marine and automotive
industries. Having wrapped up his research at IESVic, he
is now excited about exploring the multitude of different
career options ahead.

Jonathan Frank, Director of Projects
– CoPower
Jonathan Frank is the Director of
Projects for CoPower, where he leads
the company’s efforts to catalyze clean
energy and energy efficiency projects across North
America by providing simple, streamlined financing
solutions backed by retail Green Bonds. Jonathan has
worked in the renewable energy industry for almost a
decade and helped bring to life clean energy projects
valued at over $300,000,000, including some of Canada’s
largest and most innovative rooftop solar projects.
Prior to joining CoPower, Jonathan worked as Director
of Business Development with SunEdison, where he
developed both distributed and utility solar energy
projects as well as energy storage projects. Prior to
SunEdison, he held business development and technical
sales roles with RESCo Energy, an award-winning solar
engineering and construction provider. He is one of the
founding executives of Emerging Leaders for Solar Energy
(ELSE) and has served as Co-Chair of the National Board
of Directors, leading efforts to build charity solar projects
in places like remote Nepal and launching a national
mentorship program for the Canadian solar industry. He
is the 2015 recipient of the Canadian Solar Industries
Association’s “GameChanger” Award for Emerging
Solar Leader.
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Janet Fraser, Senior Vice-President
– BC Hydro
Janet Fraser is BC Hydro’s Senior
Vice President, Corporate Affairs and
Chief Human Resources Officer. She first
joined the Executive Team as the Senior Vice President,
Energy, Regulatory & Business Planning in April 2015 and
since then added Policy and Corporate Relations, Human
Resources and Customer Service functions to her portfolio.
She also previously served as the company’s Chief
Regulatory Officer.
Janet leads the team responsible for integrated resource
planning, economic and business development,
conservation and energy management, regulatory,
business planning, enterprise risk management, policy,
communications, human resources and customer service.
Seeing the value in collaboration and unified direction, she
is focused on working with the entire Corporate Affairs
team to ensure the company is planning and driving
towards the same goals.
Prior to joining BC Hydro, Janet spent seven years with the
British Columbia Transmission Corporation in a number
of senior leadership roles. In addition, she held a variety
of roles in the resource sector at Westcoast Energy and
Fletcher Challenge.
Born and raised in British Columbia, Janet is a Chartered
Professional Accountant (CPA) by profession.
BC Hydro is British Columbia’s primary electrical utility,
which has a 93% renewable energy portfolio. The
Government of British Columbia’s Climate Leadership Plan
has committed to 100% renewable or clean electricity.

James Gardner, Utility Regulatory
Consultant
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Jim, an attorney and clean energy
consultant in Kentucky, is a native
of Calgary and a dual citizen of U.S.
and Canada. Previously, he served eight years as a
commissioner and chairman of Kentucky’s utility regulatory

commission. He led the agency’s efforts to respond to US
EPA’s Clean Power Plan and spearheaded the agency’s
efforts to require that jurisdictional utilities adopt
cleaner energy sources. He championed such efforts as
approving the state’s first biomass facility, the first utilityscale solar and landfill gas generation, and he urged the
adoption of low cost wind power. Under his leadership,
utility-sponsored energy efficiency and demand-side
management programs dramatically increased.

Jeff Giffin, Energy Conservation
Manager – University of British
Columbia
J eff is the Energy Conservation Manager
for the University of British Columbia’s
Energy and Water Services department. Jeff and his
team develop projects, implement energy conservation
measures and monitor building energy performance for all
core academic buildings. Jeff is a Certified Energy Manger
(CEM) and holds a Master’s degree in Clean Energy
Engineering from the University of British Columbia.

Kaitlyn Gillis, Director of Wellbeing +
Sustainability – Light House
Sustainable Building Centre
Kaitlyn is passionate about health and
wellbeing in the built environment and
leads Light House’s projects and educational efforts on
human-centred design, healthy building materials and
the WELL Building Standard. Kaitlyn holds a Master’s
of Science in Environmental Psychology, including
research on restorative impacts of Biophilic Design on
indoor environments. As an engineer and environmental
psychologist, Kaitlyn understands how our environmental
and social goals intersect through building design and
materials. She is also an accomplished public speaker,
advancing healthy buildings through sessions at Buildex
Vancouver and Edmonton; Women in Architecture; and
the Public Health Association of BC, to name a few. Kaitlyn
recently published two articles: Healthy Building Syndrome
with Dak Kopec in Canadian Architecture Magazine,
August 2016; and Designing Interior Environments that
Support Human Health with Michelle Biggar in Sustainable
Architecture & Building Magazine,January 2017.

Colleen Giroux-Schmidt, Senior
Director – Innergex
Colleen brings 18+ years of experience
in BC resource development, especially
in the renewable energy sector. Her skills
in government relations, relationship building, regulatory
and policy development, and project management
have her involved in the development, environmental
assessment and permitting, construction, and operations
phases clean energy projects, including over
40 run-of-river hydro projects and BC’s largest wind farm.
In addition to being the Chair of the Board of Directors
at Clean Energy BC (CEBC), she is active on several of the
associations committees, including chairing the Annual
Generate Conference. She also sits on several committees
with the Business Council of British Columbia and is on
the BC Caucus for the Canadian Wind Energy Association.
Colleen also routinely participates in working groups
and task forces with the Provincial government, has
participated in the US State Department’s International
Visitor Leadership Program for renewable energy policy,
nominated for her contributions to BC’s resource
development industries have for the Minerva Foundation’s
2014 Women in Energy awards and AME BC’s Honourable
Service Roll.

Suzanne Goldberg, Director –
Research and Outreach, SFU’s
Sustainable Transportation Action
Research Team
Suzanne Goldberg is an Adjunct Professor
and the Director of Research and Outreach at Simon
Fraser University’s Sustainable Transportation Action
Research Team (START), where she is responsible for the
management, supervision and communication of START’s
research outputs. Suzanne has a decade of experience in
the field of low-carbon transportation and climate policy,
and has published and presented extensively on these
topics. Her recent publications include: Canada’s Electric
Vehicle Policy Report Card, Canada’s Plug-in Electric
Vehicle Study and Supporting a Transition to Electric
Mobility in Canada.

Rob Harmon, Director – MEETS
Accelerator Coalition
Rob Harmon has worked in the fields
of clean energy and water for 30 years.
Since 1998, he has focused on creating
practical, scalable alternatives to outdated, entrenched,
transaction structures.
In 2014, as President and CEO of EnergyRM, Rob closed
the first twenty-year Metered Energy Efficiency transaction
in history. He now directs the MEETS Coalition, which
is focused on expanding the use of the Metered Energy
Efficiency Transaction Structure.
Rob served for 10 years as Chief Innovation Officer for
the Bonneville Environmental Foundation (BEF), where
he developed and launched the first carbon calculator on
the Internet and closed the world’s first retail renewable
energy certificate (REC) transaction. That work laid the
foundations of today’s “green power” offerings throughout
the utility world and launched an industry with annual
revenues in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
In 2009, Rob created and launched BEF’s Water Restoration
Certificate business line, which utilizes voluntary markets
to restore critically de-watered ecosystems. The approach
is now credited with restoring more than 50 billion gallons
of water to degraded rivers and streams and is the subject
of Rob’s 2010 TED Talk.

Claire Havens, Policy Lead, Climate
Change Program – Sustainability
Victoria
 laire has a passion for working on
C
projects that both enhance urban livability,
and reduce carbon emissions; she revels in the intersection
between building design, sustainable transportation, and
renewable energy. She believes that a climate friendly city
is also a resilient, vibrant, innovative, and compassionate
city. She is currently the Policy Lead, Climate Change
Program for the State of Victoria in Australia. Claire has
a Masters in Public Policy and Certificate in Dialogue and
Civic Engagement from Simon Fraser University.
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Jay Heaman, Manager of Strategic
– Oxford County
Jay Heaman has 28 years of experience
working for the former municipallyowned utility Woodstock Hydro, where he
served most recently as Manager of Operations. Notably,
Jay led the development of a grid-connected ‘microgrid’
pilot project for the purpose of researching challenges and
opportunities of integrating energy storage, smart meters,
renewable energy, and electric vehicles.
Recently transitioning to Oxford County, Jay leads the 100%
Renewable Energy and Zero Waste programs. Working
with industry and community partners, his primary
focus is on developing and implementing critical action
plans; pursuing research, development and economic
opportunities in renewable energy and solid waste
management; and advancing partnerships and policies that
support Oxford’s vision of becoming a 100% renewable
energy and zero waste community.

Len Hering, Executive Director –
Center for Sustainable Energy
Rear Admiral Leendert “Len” Hering
Sr. (U.S. Navy, retired), is a prominent
military and civilian sustainability leader
with a broad background in energy and environmental
issues. His passion in sustainability is educating people on
the dangers the future holds without taking responsible
actions to secure the nation’s energy independence and to
preserve water, air quality and other resources.
Today he is the Executive Director of the Center for
Sustainable Energy, a 501(c)3, headquartered in San Diego,
California, whose mission is to accelerate the transition to
a sustainable world powered by clean energy.

Gwen Holdmann, Director – Alaska
Center for Energy and Power
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Gwen is the Director of the Alaska
Center for Energy and Power (ACEP),
which is an applied energy research
program based at the University of Alaska Fairbanks

focusing on both fossil and renewable/alternative energy
technologies. ACEP is a highly interdisciplinary program
with over 30 affiliated faculty spanning a wide range of
energy-related disciplines.
Gwen previously served as the Vice President of New
Development at Chena Hot Springs Resort near Fairbanks.
Gwen oversaw the construction of the first geothermal
power plant in the state, in addition to numerous other
innovative energy projects ranging from hydrogen
production to cooling a 10,000 square foot ice museum
year-round using 150°F hot water.
Gwen moved to Alaska in 1994, shortly after graduating
from Bradley University with a degree in Physics and
Mechanical Engineering. Gwen lives off grid with
her husband and three children in a house they built
themselves, and generate their own power through a
combination of solar PV, wind, and diesel generator.
Gwen has been the recipient of several awards throughout
her career, including an R&D 100 award, Project of the
Year from Power Engineering Magazine, the Alaska Top 40
Under 40 Award.

Cody Hooven, Chief Sustainability
Officer – City of San Diego
 ody Hooven leads sustainability
C
planning and policy for San Diego, the
8th largest city in the country. With recent
adoption of a new Climate Action Plan, Ms. Hooven is
exploring how transportation, green buildings, renewable
energy, climate resilience, and social equity are included
in the city’s approach to sustainable communities and
transforming San Diego into a Smart City. Her role also
includes engaging business in win-win solutions and
connecting technology and innovation to sustainability.
She is also a founding member and current chair of the
San Diego Regional Climate Collaborative. Ms. Hooven has
a bachelors in biology and a marine certificate from the
University of Hawaii and a Masters from the UC San Diego
Scripps Institution of Oceanography in economics, policy,
and law of conservation.

Klaus Hoppe, Director – Klaus
Hoppe Consulting
Klaus works as consultant for
municipalities, city networks
and state organizations, nationally
and internationally. He facilitates and accompanies
transformation processes and the integration of local low
carbon and sustainability policies, especially in the fields of
energy and waste management.
His thorough knowledge of and insight into municipal
structures and processes helps to bring together
different stakeholders towards more integrated
strategies integrating renewable energies. He supports
municipalities, institutions and industry in “Smart City”
approaches to reach mutual understandings and a cocreative atmosphere. He works as an evaluator for the EUHorizon 2020 Smart City program and was a member of
the German National Platform on the Future Development
of Cities.
He started his municipal career in 1994. From 2001 until
2014 he led the Energy Department of the City of Freiburg,
Germany, coordinating it’s energy policies and strategies.
He was responsible for the integration of energy related
aspects into city planning processes at neighborhood and
city levels. He led Freiburg´s steering committee for the
city´s Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP).
He holds a Master´s degree in Geography with a special
focus on city development. He is married and lives with his
wife and two children in Freiburg, Germany.

Matt Horne, Climate Policy Manager
– City of Vancouver
Matt Horne is the City of Vancouver’s
climate policy manager. He is
responsible for delivering on the
City’s commitment to have 100% of the energy used in
Vancouver come from renewable sources by 2050. He
also advises senior management, and mayor and council
on climate change policy issues. Prior to joining the City,
Matt worked for the Pembina Institute helping to advance
climate change policy in B.C. and across Canada. He has

a Master of Resource Management degree from Simon
Fraser University, and a Bachelor of Industrial Engineering
degree from Dalhousie University.

Tyrone Jue, Senior Advisor on the
Environment – Office of Mayor
Edwin M. Lee, City and County of
San Francisco
Tyrone Jue is the Senior Advisor on the
Environment to San Francisco Mayor Edwin M. Lee.
His responsibilities include advising the Mayor on and
advancing key climate, conservation, water, park and
energy policies.
 e has thirteen years of experience working on these
H
issues for the City and County of San Francisco. In 2008,
he was involved in launching San Francisco’s first solar
incentive program, GoSolarSF. This program, to-date, has
helped install more than 31.5 MW of solar in the city and
create 172 new jobs for disadvantaged San Franciscans.
In 2016, he worked on the development and
implementation of the San Francisco’s community choice
energy program, CleanPowerSF. This program, also known
as Community Choice Aggregation in California, allows
cities to partner with their investor-owned utility to
deliver cleaner energy to their residents and businesses.
CleanPowerSF is a important component of San Francisco’s
plan to achieve a 100% renewable electricity supply and
to create new local jobs and distributed energy and
storage projects.
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Gil Kelley, General Manager of
Planning, Urban Design and
Sustainability – City of Vancouver
Gil Kelley, FAICP, is an internationally
recognized urban strategist and visionary,
having served as Chief Planner for several West Coast cities
and as an independent advisor to cities and governments
across the globe. He currently serves as the General
Manager of Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability
for the City of Vancouver, British Columbia. In the past,
he has served as the Director of Citywide Planning for
the City of San Francisco, the Director of Planning for
the City of Portland, OR and Director of Planning and
Development for the City of Berkeley, CA. He has also
maintained an independent planning consultancy and
continues to advise cities and governments on a range
of urban development strategies, including economic
development, neighborhood and downtown revitalization,
waterfront development, urban design and sustainability.
Mr. Kelley has continuously promoted civic engagement
and innovative thinking in his public and private work.
Mr. Kelley did his graduate studies at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and was awarded the Loeb
Fellowship at Harvard University’s Graduate School of
Design. He makes his home in Vancouver.

Scott Kessler, Director of Business
Development – LO3 Energy
Scott is currently the Director of
Business Development for LO3 Energy
in Brooklyn NY. He previously lived in
San Francisco and worked for TRC Energy Services as a
consultant, primarily focused on working with PG&E,
SMUD, and other west coast utilities to implement energy
efficiency programs, integrate renewables, and assess
their impact across the grid. Prior to his time in the Bay
Area, Scott spent time in NYC working at NYSERDA and
Connecticut Light and Power. Throughout his nearly ten
years of experience in the energy industry, Scott has
combined an engineering background with experience in
business and project management to achieve success and
energy savings amidst difficult regulatory environments.
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He received his Bachelor’s degree in physics from
Middlebury College in Vermont, has a Master’s in
Engineering from the University of Maryland, and is proud
to originally be from New Jersey.

Matthew Klippenstein, Canadian
Correspondent – GreenCarReports
Matthew Klippenstein is a professional
engineer and plug-in electric vehicle
enthusiast. In his role with a leading
renewable energy consultancy, he evaluates the wind
energy potential of prospective wind farms. A fourteenyear veteran of the fuel cell industry, he co-authored
Ballard Power Systems’ white paper on the future of
electricity (“electron-democracy”) for McKinsey &
Company in 2009.
Since 2013, he has chronicled the Canadian electric vehicle
market for GreenCarReports.com, for which he has been
interviewed on television, radio, print, web and podcast.
Co-author of two peer-reviewed publications, he has
contributed to wind and electric vehicle policy papers,
The Fuel Cell Industry Review, GreenTechMedia.com,
and CleanTechnica.com. He co-hosts the Cleantech Talk
podcast with Nicolas Zart.

Jonathan Koehn, Regional
Sustainability Coordinator – City
of Boulder
Jonathan is the Regional Sustainability
Coordinator for the City of Boulder,
where he works to implement the city’s sustainability
agenda, specifically in relation to climate action and
waste reduction, but more broadly across the complete
spectrum of the city’s sustainability goals. He has worked
on energy and environmental policy with states and local
governments for over 15 years. In close consultation with
regional and local governments and their constituencies,
he has worked to develop strategic and tactical solutions to
their energy planning, climate mitigation, and adaptation
challenges. Since 2009, he has been focused on the various
aspects of Boulders energy efforts, primarily, the city’s
municipalization exploration project.

Chad Laurent, Vice President and
General Counsel – Meister
Consultants Group
Chad Laurent, Esq. is Vice President and
General Counsel at Meister Consultants
Group, Inc. in Boston. He is a nationally recognized expert
in soft cost reduction strategies and is currently working
with the U.S. Dept. of Energy providing technical and
outreach consulting for the SolSmart national designation
program. He often delivers workshops and technical
assistance to a broad range of stakeholders on the topic of
creating clean energy policies and programs within local
communities. Mr. Laurent has consulted to numerous
clients providing assistance in drafting and negotiating
renewable energy procurements. He has also developed
international power purchase agreement toolkits, and
procurement policies, and is an on-call international legal
and policy expert for the Clean Energy Solutions Center.
He holds a Juris Doctor from Suffolk University Law School
where he was a Rappaport Honors Fellow in Law and
Public Policy (in collaboration with the Rappaport Institute
at Harvard University), and a B.S. from the University of
Michigan in Natural Resource Ecology, and Environmental
Policy & Behavior. He is a professionally trained mediator
and is admitted to the Massachusetts Bar.

Rob Law, Project Manager –
Northern Alliance for Greenhouse
Action (NAGA)
Rob Law works as the Project Manager
for the Northern Alliance for Greenhouse
Action (NAGA), a network of nine councils in Melbourne,
Australia. NAGA seeks to scale up effective local climate
change action, achieve significant emissions abatement
by delivering effective programs and leveraging local
government, community and business action. In this
role he is responsible for coordinating regional projects,
undertaking joint advocacy on behalf of member councils,
and sharing best practice and maintaining networks. Prior
to working for local government, Rob has also held key
positions in climate change and energy policy for State
Governments, Universities and NGOs.

Anna Leidreiter, Senior Programme
Manager – Climate, Energy and
Cities, World Future Council
Anna Leidreiter joined the World
Future Council in October 2010. As Senior
Programme Manager for Climate Energy, she carries
out policy research and develops advocacy campaigns
with the climate energy team. In her main capacity Anna
works on enabling policy frameworks for a global energy
transition towards 100% renewable energies as well as
a transformation of urban areas towards regenerative
systems. Besides that, Anna is a founding member of an
energy cooperative in the North of Germany where she
coordinates the media and communication work.
Before joining the WFC, Anna gained practical
experiences in the renewable energy industry. Working
for a photovoltaic company, she implemented community
owned solar systems in the North of Germany. Further,
Anna has worked at the German Institute for Global and
Area Studies (GIGA Hamburg) on the topic of climate
change and resource management in Africa. Writing her
thesis on „Community Participation in Natural Resource
Management”, Anna carried out her fieldwork in rural
Ethiopia. She authored and co-authored various
articles and publications on climate change and
renewable energy subjects and speaks frequently on
international conferences.
Anna holds a Masters degree in International Development
Studies focused on Environmental Governance from the
University of Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Alexandre Louis, Vice President
– AddÉnergie
Alexandre Louis has more than fifteen
years of experience in the fields of sales
and management with small, medium and
large companies. He has led several machine to machine
(M2M) solutions and data transmission projects. As head
of AddÉnergie’s sales department, he is constantly seeking
new ways of providing value to customers while motivating
a team committed to providing quality service.

38

Eric Martinot, Director – Global
Initiative for Distributed and
Local Energy
Eric Martinot is director of the Global
Initiative for Distributed and Local Energy.
He is also senior fellow with the World Resources Institute
China and the Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies, and
professor of management and economics at the Beijing
Institute of Technology. His work has spanned renewable
energy markets, policies, investments, futures, and lessons,
at global, national, and local levels. He was formerly a
senior energy specialist with the World Bank and Global
Environment Facility, and is widely known as lead author
and creator of three REN21 publications: Renewables
Global Status Report, Renewables Global Futures Report,
and the collaborative report with ICLEI, Global Status
Report on Local Renewable Energy Policies. Eric is widely
recognized around the world for his 25 years of leadership,
scholarship, and dedication to renewable energy, and
holds a PhD in Energy and Resources from the University of
California Berkeley.

Zachary May, Acting Director –
Policy and Codes Development,
Building and Safety Standards
Branch, Government of
British Columbia
Zac joined BSSB in May 2012 as Compliance Advisor for
Energy Efficiency. Today, in his role as the Acting Director,
Policy and Codes Development, Zac focusses on leading
and advising project groups, developing and drafting
technical regulations and policies related to construction
and safety systems. He works intensively with and advises
a range of industry and government stakeholders with
the objective to improve building construction and
performance in the BC.

Dale Mikkelsen, Vice President
– UniverCity
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Dale is the Vice President of
development for the UniverCity Project
at Simon Fraser University’s Burnaby

Mountain campus. The UniverCity community is being
developed around “Four Cornerstones of Sustainability”,
including Environment, Equity, Education, and Economy.
Mikkelsen and the Trust’s team are making significant and
innovative contributions toward the demonstration of
innovative and incremental standards that result in a highly
livable and low carbon community. Mikkelsen is charged
with raising the bar of sustainable community planning to
ensure UniverCity remains on the leading edge of energy
efficiency, material conservation, healthy environments
and community building.
Prior to working with SFU Community Trust, Mikkelsen
was the lead project planner for the City of Vancouver’s
2010 Athlete’s Village. He also acted as the City’s Green
Building Planner.
Dale served as a board member for the International
Living Future Institute for 9 years and is helping UniverCity
to create Canada’s first Living Building. Mikkelsen is also
leading the design and implementation of one of Canada’s
largest neighbourhood energy utilities reducing GHG’s on
Burnaby Mountain by as much as 85% within 3 years.
Mikkelsen has a graduate degree in Landscape
Architecture from the University of British Columbia and
has completed the Passive House Certification program.

Peter Moser, Head of Sustainable
Development; Partner and Senior
Scientist – Institute Decentralised
Energy Technologies (IdE); KMK
Peter Moser is an expert for sustainable
energy strategies and instruments. He was the
project manager for the 100% renewable energy
regions project and network in Germany. He and his
team have created a concept for 100% renewable
energy regions and organized the process for regions
and municipalities to participate (in the moment the
network has 153 member regions).
Peter also developed masterplans 100% climate
protection in the districts of Osnabrück, MarburgBiedenkopf and Gießen. He has a decade of

experience in the field of energy policy, energy
technologies, transformation of he energy sector
and has published and presented extensively
on these sectors. Peter also works as consultant
for municipalities, regions, networks and state
organizations (e.g. German Climate protection plan
2050). In the moment he is engaged to build up a
Twinning network between German and Japanese
regions in the context of their energy transition and
supports stakeholders in districts of Hesse on the way
to 100% RE (by using the 10 Building Blocks).
Since 2012 he is Head of Sustainable Development at
the Institute decentralised energy technologies (IdE)
in Kassel, Germany and also since 2016 Partner and
Senior scientist at the consulting firm KMK.
Luciana Nery, Undersecretary of
Innovation of Management – City
of Niterói, Brazil
Luciana Nery is Undersecretary for
Innovation of Management at the City
of Niterói and former Deputy Chief Resilience Officer
of the City of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She has over 15
years of experience in the public sector in the areas
of resilience, sustainability and project management.
She was the editor and co-author of the books
“Resilience Strategy of the City of Rio de Janeiro”,
prefaced by Al Gore, and “Rio Resiliente: Diagnostic
and Focus Areas”, which involved a vast public
consultation and identifies the main vulnerabilities
of the city and proposes guidelines and specific
project to mitigate them. She supported partnerships
between the City of Rio and NASA, 100 Resilient
Cities, C40 Cities, WRI, B Corps, among others, on
the topic of resilience. She worked as an advisor to
the Mayor of Rio de Janeiro Eduardo Paes and also
served as a special advisor for strategic projects to
the CEO of Furnas Centrais Elétricas, Brazil’s second
largest hydroelectric energy company. She holds a
master’s degree in management of international
businesses (PUC-Rio / Université de Grenoble), with

focus on strategy and global networks, and a degree
in Literature (UERJ).
Steve Nicholas, Vice President of
US Programs – Institute for
Sustainable Communities
As ISC’s Vice President of US
Programs for the Institute for
Sustainable Communities, Steve Nicholas leads the
development and implementation of an array of
programs designed to help cities and urban regions
advance, accelerate and scale-up local solutions
to the global challenges of climate disruption and
sustainable development. These programs include
the Sustainable Communities Leadership Academy
(a national peer-learning platform to transfer best
practices in urban sustainability), the Partnership for
Resilient Communities (building the capacity
of community-based organizations to shape and
lead urban resilience strategies and action) and
Solar Market Pathways (accelerating solar
markets by driving down costs and increasing
affordability and accessibility to low- and moderateincome communities).
Prior to re-joining ISC in 2008, Steve was the
director of the Seattle Office of Sustainability &
Environment for eight years. He co-authored
Seattle’s first environmental action agenda and
climate action plan, as well as the U.S. Mayors
Climate Protection Agreement.
Steve co-founded Sustainable Seattle in 1991, a
nonprofit that promotes sustainable practices from
the grassroots to the halls of government. He is the
co-author of The Green City Guide, which chronicles
the green city movement in North America.
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Tom Nockolds, Secretary – Pingala
Community Renewables
Tom has an extensive work
history and a strong track record of
success in various roles and, prior
to his career change, held positions as diverse as
business development manager, project manager and
operations manager and has university qualifications
in project management and a background in
engineering. As one of the directors at Community
Power Agency Co-operative, Tom has developed a
strong knowledge of the different business models
being adopted by community energy groups in
Australia, helping groups navigate their way through
complex technical and regulatory environments.
Tom is a founding member of Pingala, is one of it’s
most active volunteers and has been Secretary of the
Pingala Association since it’s incorporation in 2013.
Tom is also currently a Board Member of Pingala
Cooperative Ltd. Tom has a vision of a future where
people share the benefits and the burdens of the
world more fairly. He left his corporate career in 2012
to pursue this vision in the community energy sector.
Aase Nyegaard, Deputy Mayor –
Sønderborg, Denmark
Mrs. Aase Nyegaard was Mayor in
Sønderborg 2010-2013 – now she is
Deputy Mayor. Sønderborg is a
Municipality in southern Denmark with around 75.000
inhabitants. In her civil life, before she became Mayor the
first time in Augustenborg 2002-2006, Aase Nyegaard held
jobs in the private sector in areas such as sales, counselling
and management.
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Sønderborg is a frontrunner on climate change when it
comes to energy optimization and citizen involvement. The
municipality has since 2007 focused on becoming one of
Europe’s first CO2-neutral areas. This work is driven by a
public-private company, Project Zero, and is of particular
attention for its ability to involve widely among citizens,
businesses and educational institutions and by involving

learning from kindergarten to Ph.D. ProjectZero has won
the prestigious prize “Sustainable Energy Europe”. Aase
Nyegaard is committee member in ProjectZero.

Meg O’Shea, Green Economy
Community Coordinator –
Vancouver Economic Commission
With a diverse skill set and broad
expertise that crosses disciplinary
boundaries, Meg promotes human and ecosystem
wellbeing through integrated approaches to sustainability
solutions. Specific areas of focus include green economy
and responsible business practices, community cultural
and social development, the role of arts and culture in
our shared future, and advocating for increased access
to interdisciplinary education for sustainability at formal
and informal learning institutions. Meg hold a PhD in
Resource Management and Environmental Studies from
the University of British Columbia, Canada (2012), a
B.Sc. in Chemistry (co-op, with honours) from University
of Lethbridge (2002), and an M.A. in Dance from York
University (2004). Through a variety of employment,
volunteer, and educational opportunities, she works to
bridge the worlds of sustainability, community, and the
arts. Her strengths include community engagement,
sustainability practice and discourse, arts-based methods
for engagement, project management, workshop design
and facilitation, event planning and management, multistakeholder mediation, grant writing, communications, and
public presentations.

Eduardo Paes, Former Mayor – City
of Rio de Janeiro
Eduardo Paes has dedicated his entire
career to public service, starting in
1993 when he was appointed deputy
mayor of the Jacarépaguá and Barra districts in Rio at
the age of 23. In 2000, he was appointed Rio´s Municipal
Environmental Secretary where he refined his knowledge
of environmental issues.
Paes was elected Mayor of Rio de Janeiro and on, October
7th 2012, he was re-elected for a second term. Mayor
Paes has led a comprehensive transformation of the city

of Rio, addressing many structural challenges. Regarding
mobility, he has promoted the largest expansion of
mass transportation in the history of the city, with the
construction of 152 km of Bus Rapid Transit lines as well as
a complete reformulation in urban mobility, adding express
corridors and bicycle lanes. Mayor Paes has focused
on addressing long-term environmental issues. With
sustainable urban development as a priority, the social
housing program Morar Carioca benefits the low income
communities of Rio de Janeiro and won the Siemens
Sustainable Community award in 2013
In 2013, Mayor Paes was elected unanimously as the C40
Climate Leadership Chair following the successful tenure of
Mayor Bloomberg of New York City, ending his term with
C40 in 2016.

Cathy Pasion, Senior Energy Policy
Advisor – New York City Mayor’s
Office of Sustainability
Cathy is a Senior Energy Policy Advisor
in the New York City Mayor’s Office
of Sustainability where she leads community energy
planning with a focus on district scale energy solutions and
microgrids. Cathy also leads New York City’s Greenhouse
Gas Inventory, consistent with the Global Protocol for
Community-Scale Emissions.
Cathy played a key role in the development of the
City’s “Roadmap to 80×50”, a pathway for achieving the
city’s commitment to an 80% reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050. To meet this goal Cathy works
to advance distributed energy resource policy and
coordinates closely with the New York City Mayor’s Office
of Recovery and Resiliency on efforts to meet the City’s
resiliency goals in post Hurricane Sandy recovery.
Cathy is a Professional Engineer with both a Master’s
Degree in Civil Engineering from McGill University and
a Master’s Degree in Urban Planning from the School of
Community and Regional Planning at the University of
British Columbia.

Andrea Reimer, Councillor – City of
Vancouver, British Columbia
Inspired by Mayor Gregor Robertson’s
leadership to join Vision Vancouver,
Councillor Andrea Reimer was first elected
to Vancouver City Council in 2008, and re-elected in 2011
and 2014. She had previously served as a School Board
member with the Green Party from 2002–2005.
In her original campaign for City Council, Councillor Reimer
made commitments in three key areas: Greenest city on
Earth; City of compassion and opportunity; and City of
strong communities.

Fritz Rettberg, Head of Innovation
Management – ie3 Institute
of Energy Systems, TU
Dortmund University
Dr. Fritz Rettberg received a doctor’s
degree in technology and innovation management at TU
Dortmund University. Afterwards he joined the ie3 Institute
of Energy Systems, Energy Efficiency and Energy Economics
as executive of the Competence Center for E-Mobility,
Infrastructure and Power Grids. Besides other projects with
a number of industrial and scientific partners he directs
the main project of the Competence Center to establish
and operate a comprehensive Smart Grid Technology Lab
as a technology and testing platform for innovative smart
grid components and their interoperability. Dr. Rettberg
coordinates the competence center’s different projects
in the fields of transformation of the energy system and
electric mobility. He is member of the scientific advisory
council of the German Federal Association for eMobility.
Furthermore he was responsible for the preparation of the
Masterplan Energy Transition Dortmund and is now the
representative of the L.E.D. Centre for Energy Transition
Dortmund. He is coordinating the Smart City project of
the City of Dortmund and its partners. Together with the
Chamber of Commerce of Dortmund (IHK zu Dortmund) he
develops regional approaches concerning energy transition
and Industry 4.0.
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Cole Rheaume, Energy Program
Specialist – BC First Nation Energy
and Mining Council
For over fifteen years, Mr. Rheaume
has served as a partner in Mi’kmwesu
Management, a firm devoted to community capacity
development based in Vancouver, BC. Cole concentrates
his efforts on enhancing the working relationships amongst
Aboriginal communities, business and government.
Working with Aboriginal communities and organizations
throughout British Columbia, Cole’s current focus is on
clean energy and facilitating partnerships between and
amongst Aboriginal groups, community organizations,
industry and governments. Presently, Cole spends the
majority of his time as BC First Nation Energy and Mining
Council’s in-house Energy Specialist assisting communities
to maximize their energy efficiency and conservation
potential through program implementation and
information dissemination.

Gregor Robertson, Mayor – City
of Vancouver
Gregor Robertson was first elected
Mayor of Vancouver in November 2008
and was re-elected for his third term in
November 2014. Mayor Robertson is a national advocate
for urban issues focusing on public infrastructure, housing
and transit. Mayor Robertson has led Vancouver’s to be
Canada’s fastest growing, greenest and most resilient
economy, focused on high-growth sectors like digital
media, clean technology, and renewable energy.
Building on the successful legacy of the 2010 Winter
Olympics, Mayor Robertson has established Vancouver
internationally as the Green Capital—a city where going
green is good for business. He has also overseen the
creation and implementation of the award-winning
Greenest City 2020 Action Plan that aims to make
Vancouver an environmental leader in everything from
energy efficiency and waste reduction to clean air and
local food.
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Last fall, Mayor Robertson led Vancouver to be the first
major North American city to adopt a plan to be 100%

Renewably powered by 2050 or sooner, the latest step
toward the goal of becoming the greenest city in the world
by 2020.

William Rucklidge, Software
Engineer – Google
William Rucklidge is a Staff Software
Engineer at Google, where he works on
Project Sunroof. Since joining Google in
2006, he has worked on Google’s Book Search, Street
View, and Maps 3D projects. He has been working on
Sunroof since 2016, and is currently the lead engineer for
the project.
He has previously worked at the Palo Alto Research Center
(PARC) on document image compression, and was the
editor of the JBIG2 ITU/ISO standard. He holds a PhD in
Computer Science from Cornell University.

Judith Sayers, Adjunct Professor
– Schools of Environmental Studies
and Business, University of Victoria
Kekinusuqs, Dr. Judith Sayers is a
Strategic Advisor to First Nations and
provides advice on many issues. She is an adjunct
professor with the Schools of Environmental Studies
and Business at the University of Victoria. Judith has
been involved in the Clean Energy industry since 2001
when her First Nation undertook to develop the 6.5 MW
China Creek Run of the River project. As Chief of her First
Nation, she was instrumental in the development of that
project and it has been operational since 2005 Judith was
on the Public Advisory Panel of the Canadian Electricity
Association for 5 years. Judith has served over five years
on the Clean Energy BC board. In September 2015, Judith
was named to Canada’s 2016 Clean50 as a contributor to
Clean Capitalism. In November 2015 Judith was awarded
a Lifetime Achievement Award from Clean Energy BC.
Judith has compiled a BC First Nations Clean Energy Toolkit
and strategy paper for the BC First Nations Clean Energy
Working Group.

Sybil Seitzinger, Executive
Director – Pacific Institute for
Climate Solutions
Dr. Seitzinger joins PICS from her
position as executive director of the
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP)
based in Stockholm, Sweden. Prior to that, she was
director of the Rutgers/NOAA Cooperative Marine
Education and Research Program and visiting professor at
Rutgers University in the US. She served as president of the
American Society of Limnology and Oceanography from
2006-2010.
Dr. Seitzinger’s work at the IGBP involved facilitating
and integrating the work of scientists and researchers
across Africa, the Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe on
global environmental change. As a pioneering scientist,
her work at Rutgers centred on land-atmosphere-ocean
biogeochemistry, with a focus on changes in the global
nitrogen cycle and how humans are affecting it.
Dr. Seitzinger holds a PhD in biological oceanography from
the University of Rhode Island, is an elected member of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and has been
awarded an honorary PhD from Utrecht University in the
Netherlands. She is highly cited, with more than 130 peerreviewed publications to her credit.

Elizabeth Sheehan, President –
Climate Smart
Elizabeth is co-founder and president
of Climate Smart Business Inc. an
award winning social enterprise and
certified B Corp. Climate Smart offers a unique blend of
training, advisory, software, certification and unique data
reports to engage small and medium sized businesses for
governments, financial institutions and transport hubs.
Elizabeth brings 20+ years experience working with private
sector, philanthropic and government partners to scale
up innovative business-focused programs with economic
and environmental impact. Elizabeth holds degrees from
the University of California, Berkeley (B.Sc), and Cornell
University (MRP). In 2013, she was nominated for the
YMCA Women of Distinction Award for the Environment.

Scott Sinclair, President & CEO –
SES Consulting
Scott Sinclair is the President &
CEO of SES Consulting, a company
that specializes in energy efficiency
engineering. With a strong background in HVAC,
Heat Recovery, Building Automation, Data Analytics,
and Lighting systems, Scott has learned how to
creatively transform existing buildings. For the
past 12 years, Scott has been working as an energy
efficiency consultant on wide variety of efficiency
projects in university, healthcare, institutional, office
and industrial facilities. Scott sits on the Advisory
Committee for the BCIT Sustainable Energy Manager
Program, as well as being actively involved in the BC
Sustainable Energy Association, and the BC Advanced
Conservation and Efficiency Association.
Carissa Slotterback, Associate
Professor – Humphrey School
of Public Affairs, University
of Minnesota
Carissa Slotterback is an associate
professor of urban and regional planning in the
Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University
of Minnesota. Her research and teaching are
focused on public engagement and environmental
planning. She is particularly interested in how
stakeholders perceive impacts and use information
in making decisions, focusing on impact assessment,
collaborative decision making, and sustainability
planning approaches. Her current work includes
engagement in the International Energy Agency’s
Annex 63 Implementation of Energy Strategies
in Communities project, which is examining the
intersection of energy planning and urban planning.
In addition to her faculty role, she has led a number
of initiatives focused on interdisciplinary and engaged
research and education, including with the University
of Minnesota’s Resilient Communities Project and the
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Office of the Vice President for Research. She has
a PhD in Urban and Regional Planning from Florida
State University and is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Planners.
Merran Smith, Executive Director –
Clean Energy Canada
Merran is a fellow at Simon Fraser
University and the founder and
executive director of Clean Energy
Canada, Canada’s leading climate and energy think
tank on clean energy solutions. For most of her
career, she has worked to unite industry, government,
and civil society organizations to solve pressing
social and ecological challenges. Her leadership in
the landmark Great Bear Rainforest conservation
agreement helped ensure the protection of
thousands of kilometres of coastal ecosystem.
Merran is a Canadian representative on the
International Clean Energy Ambassador Corps and
served on the B.C. government’s Climate Leadership
Team. She has received numerous leadership
distinctions, including the 2016 Wendy McDonald
‘Community Catalyst’ award from the Vancouver
Board of Trade and the ‘Clean 16’ award in 2014 for
leadership in clean capitalism.
Shauna Sylvester, Director –
Centre for Dialogue, Simon
Fraser University

45

Shauna Sylvester is a Professor of
Professional Practice at Simon Fraser
University and the Director of the SFU Centre for
Dialogue. Shauna is a skilled facilitator, a social
entrepreneur and a commentator on urban and
international issues. She is the founding Executive
Director of a number of organizations including
Renewable Cities, Carbon Talks, Canada’s World, SFU
Public Square, and IMPACS – the Institute for Media,
Policy and Civil Society. Shauna is a former board
member of the Downtown Business Improvement

Association, Mountain Equipment Cooperative,
Vancity Credit Union, Vancity Capital, the Voluntary
Sector Initiative, the BC Assessment Authority, the
Vancouver Folk Festival and numerous other nonprofit organizations.
Anna Tenje, Mayor – City of Växjö
Anna Tenje is the Mayor of the
Swedish City of Växjö, which is
working to become a fossil fuel
free municipality by 2030 and has
been called the “greenest city in Europe”, and
the Chairman of the Executive Board. As a former
member of the Swedish Parliament, Anna Tenje has
worked as a committed leader on environmental and
climate issues for a number of years. She believes
in broad cooperation at many levels and that longterm planning around environmental issues is of key
significance for City of Växjö.
Rory Tooke, Community Energy
Planner – City of Surrey
As Community Energy Planner
at the City of Surrey, Rory is
responsible for implementing the
City’s Community Energy and Emissions Plan
(CEEP). He combines over 10 years of experience
in urban environmental analysis and planning
with his background in applied science and spatial
analysis towards the pursuit of urban greenhouse
gas mitigation opportunities. Rory has over 25
publications in a range of books and journals and
his contribution to urban emissions modelling has
been featured on the cover of Landscape and Urban
Planning. His energy and emissions modelling work
has also been used by various jurisdictions across
British Columbia and his collaboration with the
District of North Vancouver was awarded the 2010
Leadership and Innovation Award from UBCM.

Jodie Van Horn, Director – Ready for
100, Sierra Club
Jodie Van Horn leads the Sierra
Club’s Ready for 100 campaign, which
accelerates an equitable transition to
100% clean, renewable energy in cities across the U.S.
For over a decade Jodie has worked to combat climate
change by advocating for bold clean energy solutions. She
previously held positions at Rainforest Action Network
and GoodGuide. Jodie joined the Sierra Club in 2011
after winning a campaign at Greenpeace International
that helped Facebook “Unfriend Coal” and commit to
100% renewable energy. She serves on the board of Black
Rock Solar, an organization that promotes economic
development and energy independence for not-for- profits,
tribes, and under-served communities by providing access
to clean energy, education, and job training.

Katie Walsh, Senior Manager –
Cities North America, CDP
Katie Walsh oversees CDP’s cities
work in North America, engaging the
130 cities who disclose their climate
data to CDP. Katie has served in various roles with
a focus on climate change and urban sustainability.
Before joining CDP, Katie served as an Environmental
Defense Fund Climate Corps fellow with
Philadelphia’s Office of Sustainability. She has also
worked with the Energy Foundation in Beijing, the
U.S. Department of Energy Policy and International
Affairs Office and the Chinese Flagship Program at
San Francisco State University. Katie holds a dual
master’s degree from Tufts University in International
Energy Policy and International Business Relations.
She completed a Fulbright in Taiwan and holds a BA
in History of Asia/Middle East from the University of
California, Santa Cruz.

Robyn Wark, Team Lead –
Sustainable Community Program,
BC Hydro
Robyn Wark MRM MCIP is Team
Lead of BC Hydro’s Sustainable
Community program, which runs the Community
Energy Manager network in British Columbia. She
sits on numerous boards and committees, including
the BC Energy Step Code Council (Vice-Chair),
Community Energy Association Board, and QUEST
BC (Vice-Chair). Having worked as a consultant, local
government planner, and educator, Robyn has a
deep understanding of sustainability program design,
energy efficiency market trends, and policy and
incentive opportunities. She excels at organizational
development, team-building, change management,
coaching, and professional development. Her work
has won multiple awards from associations such
as the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the
Canadian Institute of Planners, and the Planning
Institute of British Columbia (PIBC). In 2013 she was
awarded the PIBC Individual Award for Leadership in
Advocacy & Innovation.
Michael Westphal, Senior Associate
– World Resources Institute
Michael is a Senior Associate in
the Sustainable Finance Center and
the WRI Ross Center for Sustainable
Cities at the World Resources Institute. He is part
of the core team for WRI’s World Resources Report
on cities, Towards a More Equal City, and the New
Climate Economy’s Coalition for Urban Transitions,
and also leads work on climate finance.
Before joining WRI, Michael was a Senior Associate at
Abt Associates, where he was the Technical Director
for USAID’s Analysis and Investment for Low-Emission
Growth project. He has worked for and consulted for
a number of international organizations on climate
change and development, including the World Bank,
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Asian Development Bank, African Development Bank,
and the United Nations Development Programme.
Prior to this, Michael was an American Association
for the Advancement of Science Policy Fellow in
the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of
International Affairs, where he worked with the State
Department on a science cooperation project in the
former Soviet Union.
Michael holds a PhD in Environmental Science, Policy
and Management from the University of California
at Berkeley, with a focus on ecological modeling and
conservation planning.
Chris Wheat, Chief Sustainability
Officer – City of Chicago
Chris Wheat serves as Chief
Sustainability Officer and Senior
Policy Advisor in the Office of Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel. Chris coordinates policies
and projects across City Agencies to advance the
Mayor’s sustainability agenda. His work has included
expansion of the Retrofit Chicago Partnership, the
passage of Chicago’s Disposable Bag Tax, and efforts
to improve the City’s recycling program. Previously
Chris worked in a variety of policy areas as Director
of the Mayor’s Innovation Team. Chris’ initiatives
included the development of youth intervention
programs, the establishment of Chicago’s minimum
wage, and creation of the Mayor’s Second Term
Priorities Report. Chris started his career in
management consulting at Roland Burger Strategy
Consultants and in finance at Stephens, Inc.
Born and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas, Chris
earned his MBA from the University of Chicago
Booth School of Business and BA from Washington
University in St. Louis.
Steve Williams, President –
Constructive Public Engagement
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Steve has extensive professional

experience in evaluation, impact measurement,
and data visualization for sustainability and social
change projects. He combines his experience with
information design to design and facilitate public
events and collaborative professional development
trainings, using data
to engage the public and stakeholders in
sustainability dialogue, and integrating art and
theatre into public engagement.
Steve holds a BA in Political Science, an MBA in
Management of Technology and is currently a PhD
candidate at UBC researching the societal impacts of
participatory processes such as the Energy Futures
Lab in Alberta.
Desiree Williams-Rajee, Equity
Specialist – Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability, City of Portland
Desiree Williams-Rajee is the Equity
Specialist for the City of Portland
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability. In her 8 years
working in the public sector she has been involved
in a variety of equity efforts including the creation of
the City’s Office of Equity and Human Rights and the
publication of the Racial Equity Strategy Guide. Her
role in her department focuses on culture change
towards a multi-cultural anti-racist organization,
while concurrently providing support to use an equity
lens in the programs, policies and services of the
Bureau. Recently, Desiree was honored by the White
House as a Climate Equity Champion of Change for
her work on the City of Portland Multnomah County
Climate Action Plan which has set forth a new model
of engagement and policy making for other cities in
North America.
She is an active member of the community and
currently serves on the board of Verde, a Portland
organization that serves communities by building
environmental wealth through social enterprise,
outreach and advocacy. She was also a founding
board member for the Center for Diversity and the

Environment and has this past year established the
Environmental Justice workgroup for the Portland
African American Leadership Forum.
Jason Wolfe, Director of Energy
Solutions – FortisBC
Jason has been with FortisBC for
14 years, and is presently the Director
of Energy Solutions responsible for the Marketing
and Sales efforts of FortisBC including the residential
sales team, commercial and industrial account
management, the development of new energy
products and services, and the renewable natural gas
program. In 2016 these efforts resulted in the largest
number of annual new customer attachments to the
FortisBC gas system in over two decades. In 2017
FortisBC will hit 1 million customers! Previously, Jason
oversaw the FortisBC Market Development team and
was responsible for negotiating and working with the
Province to develop the Orders in Council approving
the Tilbury LNG facility upgrades and the pipeline
to service the Woodfibre LNG. Jason also oversaw
the forecasting and resource planning departments.
Prior to that, Jason was responsible for launching the
FortisBC thermal energy business efforts with large
commercial and instututional customers including
schools municipalities and health authorities.
Jason also spent four years in the Regulatory Affairs
Department.
Ray Wills, Adjunct Professor –
University of Western Australia
Professor Ray Wills has had a wide–
ranging career and is an authoritative
and respected commentator and adviser
on sustainability and technology across all sectors including
the built environment, cleantech, energy infrastructure,
industrials, manufacturing, resources, transport, and water.
His current research interests include adoption rates of
technology, disruptive technology including automation,
robotics, and additive manufacturing and the impact of

social media on markets.
Wills is: Managing Director of the advisory firm Future
Smart Strategies; Board Member of Western Australia’s
remote energy services provider Horizon Power; Partner
and Director of the cleantech business, Sun Brilliance
Power; Owner and Managing Director of the proposed
solar farm Sun Brilliance Solar One; Blue Leader of the
‘blue economy’ startup Blue by Design; and Director of
the bioenergy startup BioTek Fuels Pty Ltd. He is also
Adjunct Professor at The University of Western Australia,
contributing to the academic program, and comments on
behalf of UWA on climate change and sustainability.
Prof Wills’ was recognised by Singapore-based ABC Carbon
as one of the Top 100 Global Leaders in Sustainability in
2011, an honour renewed each year since, and from 2014
listed by UK-based SustMeme Magazine as one of the top
100 Global Influencers in Social Media on Climate Change
and Energy.
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