
 

 
 
STUDENT INTERNSHIP:  Community Renewable Natural Gas Analyst  
 
Overview 
 
Renewable Cities, a program of the SFU Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue seeks a Community 
Renewable Natural Gas Program Analyst to provide research and analysis to support 
development of a renewable natural gas roadmap for local governments in British Columbia.  
 
Context  
 
Buildings are one of B.C.’s largest GHG sectors, accounting for more than 10% of all greenhouse 
gas emissions, of which natural gas combustion is the prime driver. Natural gas combustion in 
buildings is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in a number of municipalities. 
Natural gas is also a primary source of GHGs in many industrial and commercial activities and is 
a highly attractive fuel because of its efficiency in meeting high temperature applications.  
 
Methane, the primary component of natural gas can be produced from diverse renewable 
feedstocks. Renewable natural gas (RNG) has immense untapped potential in B.C. to 
decarbonize buildings, industry and commercial applications.  Currently RNG contributes under 
one per cent of B.C.’s total natural gas supply, but FortisBC and the BC Government would like 
to increase this share.  
 
Local governments are well-positioned to contribute to RNG development. They control key 
feedstocks, including existing landfills and organic liquid and solid waste. They often have good 
access to other feedstocks, including waste biomass from the agriculture, food processing, and 
forestry sectors. 
 
The Analyst will support development of a Local Government Renewable Natural Gas Roadmap 
to help realize this potential. 
 
Job Duties 
 
The intern will undertake the following tasks under supervision of an advisor: 

 Assess local government RNG potential in B.C. based on literature review 

 Strengthen insight into local barriers to RNG development  

 Map technological, policy, and business options for local governments 



 

 Develop strategic case studies from B.C. and beyond 

 Provide guidance to support local/regional RNG feedstock assessment 

 Identify opportunities to enhance B.C.’s RNG policy context  
 
The intern will take a collaborative research approach, informed by a project advisory team 
from public, private, and academic sectors, as well as engagement with local government staff. 
 
Desired Skills, Experience, and Qualifications 
 

 Academic focus in public policy, engineering, resource and environmental management, 
or complementary experience 

 Demonstrated interest in science and technology and a passion for climate action 

 Strong quantitative and qualitative research skills 

 Strong writing and basic graphic communication capacities, e.g. charts and/or 
infographics 

 Excellent organization and strategic project management skills 

 Strong Microsoft Excel and Word skills 

 Strong interest and capacity for teamwork 
 

Compensation, Work Period, Location, and Team Dynamic 
 
The hourly wage will be $15-23 per hour up to 35 hours per week, preferably beginning in May 
or June 2018 for the summer term. The intern would be based at SFU’s Harbour Centre campus 
in downtown Vancouver, adjacent to Waterfront Station, working with an interdisciplinary 
team with extensive research, policy, engagement and communications experience. 
 
Sponsorship and Eligibility 
 
This internship has been made possible by the Pacific Institute for Climate Studies (PICS). 
Eligible applicants must be enrolled in a full-time undergraduate or graduate program at one of 
the four PICS partner institutions: UVic, UBC, SFU or UNBC. Students must be returning to 
complete their degree programs following the internship.  
 
Application 
 
Applicants are invited to send their applications to Kathryn Sheps, Special Projects and 
Operations Manager at ksheps@sfu.ca by April 6, 2018 at 9:00 am (PDT). Please include: 
 

- A resume and cover letter detailing interest and qualifications in a single PDF document. 
The document should follow the format “Firstname_Lastname.pdf”. 

- Include a writing sample that attests to your research skills in PDF format.  
 
For more information about Renewable Cities, visit www.renewablecities.ca 
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