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Only one country in the world has driven GHGs below 1990 levels: Sweden!
These are the pillars raised comprehensively across Sweden nationally and locally.
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British Columbia California

N America’s Most Successful Jurisdiction on Transpo GHGs 

California has raised the first four pillars, including integrated land use and transportation.
(It hasn’t raised the Vision Zero safety pillar, notably, reducing vehicle speeds.)



Thousands of cities are undertaking climate action plans, 
but their aggregate impact on urban emissions is uncertain... Current climate 

action plans focus largely on energy efficiency.
Fewer climate action plans consider land-use planning…

Effective mitigation strategies involve packages of mutually reinforcing 
policies, including co-locating high residential with high employment densities,

achieving high diversity and integration of land uses,
increasing accessibility and investing in public transport... 

IPCC, Assessment Report 5, Mitigation Working Group, 2014 



effective urban planning can reduce 
GHG emissions from urban transport

between 20% and 50%
IPCC, Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C, 2018



Sustainable land use is the lowest cost strategy wedge
with the highest co-benefits:

congestion management,
transit revenue & ridership,

affordable housing & affordable transportation,
diverse public health benefits,

civic infrastructure cost savings,
resilience to climate impacts, avoiding catastrophic costs to property, 

infrastructure, human life & ecosystems



BC GHGs 2007 - 2017

Boston, SFU Renewable Cities, 2020



Metro Vancouver Policy Non-Alignment

Metro Vancouver Vision
Metro Vancouver embraces collaboration and innovation
in providing sustainable regional services that contribute 

to a livable and resilient region and a healthy natural 
environment for current and future generations. 

Metro 2050 will sustain high transportation GHGs, increased 
congestion and growing vulnerability to climate change impacts. 

Metro Vancouver GHG reduction target: -45% by 2030
Clean Air Plan passenger transportation target: -65% by 2030



Multi-Storey Warehousing 
Industrial Intensification

BIG 
MOVES

Transit Hub Housing
on underutilized public land

Consolidation Centre Network & 
Zero Emission Freight Vehicle 
Revolving Fund

General Urban Gentle Intensification
around centres and corridors 
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WORKING RESOLUTION ON METRO 2050, CLIMATE, CONGESTION, AFFORDABILITY & PROSPERITY

Whereas a series of unprecedented, multi-billion-dollar disasters across our province attributed in part 
to climate change have exposed the vulnerability of B.C. communities to climate change impacts.

Whereas projected climate change impacts, sustained, high levels of greenhouse gas emissions and an 
escalating affordability crisis are inconsistent with Metro Vancouver’s vision:

Metro Vancouver embraces collaboration and innovation in providing sustainable regional services 
that contribute to a livable and resilient region and a healthy natural environment for current and 
future generations. 

Whereas the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has underscored that a central focus for local 
government action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is sustainable urban land use and that such 
actions can be delivered at low cost with high co-benefits, including increased resilience to climate 
change impacts, affordable transportation and congestion management.

Whereas Metro Vancouver has adopted IPCC recommended targets and it is uncertain if the draft 
regional land use agenda––Metro 2050––makes a meaningful contribution to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.
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Be it resolved that:

The Climate Action Committee solicits analysis from MV staff on the contribution of Metro 2050 to 
GHG reductions and congestion to help elected officials and the public better understand the land use 
planning implications of this important agenda, specifically:

1. Estimate the change under Metro 2050 to total passenger vehicles and total driving by 
2030 and ascertain if Metro can meet the provincial government's 2030 targets in the 
CleanBC Roadmap to "reduce distances travelled in passenger vehicles by 25%"?

2. Estimate the contribution of Metro 2050 to Metro Vancouver’s 2030 GHG 
reduction commitments of 45% across the community and 65% in passenger vehicles?

3. Coarsely evaluate increased or reduced vulnerability in the region to climate change impacts as a 
result of Metro 2050 land use policy, e.g. to people, property, infrastructure, food production, key 
ecosystems.

4. Coarsely identify a half dozen land use strategies for passenger and regional urban freight vehicles 
that would increase Metro 2050’s odds of meeting 2030 GHG targets, reduce driving 
demand consistent with provincial targets, reduce vulnerability to climate change impacts, 
increase affordable housing and transportation, and/or reduce upwards pressure on property 
taxes, utility fees and transit fares.

5. Establish leading targets that drive transportation GHG reductions such as mode shift, driving 
distance reductions (vehicle km travelled) that are attributable to integrated land use and 
transportation to evaluate annually in RGS reporting along with RGS coarse correction 
recommendations, if required.
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