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February 23, 2022 

 

CLIMATE 2050 LAND USE POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS & LAND USE BIG MOVES TO MEET TARGETS 

 
 
Strong Vision and Status Quo Policy Fundamentals 

Metro 2050’s vision and goals set sight on a prosperous, sustainable, low carbon, resilient future, improving on 
Metro 2040. Metro 2050’s strategies, nevertheless, keep the region on course for a high carbon, high congestion, 
high cost, high risk and high inequity destination. Metro Vancouver explicitly articulates the strategies’ essence: 

“…no changes have been made to the location of any of the land use designations, the Urban 
Containment Boundary, the Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas, or the Special 
Study Areas.”  

“There are currently about 6,500 hectares of lands with the regional land use designation ‘General 
Urban’ within the UCB, that are undeveloped or rural and planned for future urban growth...  the 
remaining urban lands within the UCB will be largely developed over the next 15-20 years... These 
areas are expected to be developed as mainly low-density housing with some higher density…” 

The “undeveloped” 6,500 ha within the UCB is roughly the size of a medium sized municipality, e.g., half a City of 
Vancouver by area, one West Van, two Port Moodys, four New Westminsters or five City of North Vancouvers. If 
developed, as projected, the results are in sharp contrast to Metro 2050’s vision and goals:  

1. Increased Carbon & Congestion 
2. Loss of Urban Tree Canopy & Climate Resilience 
3. Increased Civic Infrastructure Deficits & Intergenerational Inequity 

 
Coarse Correction Imperative: Optimal & Sub-Optimal Options 

There are three coarse correction options for reconciling Metro 2050’s vision with its strategies: 

1. Amending Metro 2050 This Term: The optimal solution for reconciling Metro 2050’s vision and goals with its 
strategies and actions with a notable emphasis on climate action is amending draft Metro 2050.  This is not 
feasible this term. 

2. Postponing Metro 2050 till Next Term: Not adopting Metro 2050 this term with the hope that reconciling the 
vision and goals with more effective strategies and actions next term may not result in a superior RGS and 
would re-direct considerable time and effort over a couple of years next term, delaying a critical coarse 
correction. 

3. Adopting Metro 2050 This Term with a Climate & Sustainability Alignment Work Plan:  At the Regional 
Planning Committee, February 10, a resolution was adopted for bringing forward a recommendation with the 
Metro 2050 bylaw “to undertake work and engagement with an aim to proposing an early amendment to 
Metro 2050 to strengthen climate action language and policy, given the urgent need to respond to climate 
change and prepare for extreme weather events.” While not ideal, if this resolution includes a strong climate 
and sustainability work plan, it is the best option under the circumstances of reconciling Metro 2050’s vision 
and goals with its strategies and actions.  In order to have any hope of success, this resolution should conform 
to key principles. 
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Climate & Sustainability Alignment Work Plan Principles 

For the Regional Planning Committee’s recommendation “to undertake work and engagement with an aim to 
proposing an early amendment to Metro 2050 to strengthen climate action language and policy” to have an impact 
the following five principles should be incorporated into the recommendation: 

 

1. Integrated 
• The role of land use in carbon management must be understood in its contribution to not only 

transportation, but also buildings, natural systems, embodied carbon in buildings and infrastructure. 
• The most successful GHG plans – nationally, subnationally and locally – were not motivated by climate 

action.  Deep GHG reductions were a co-benefit of other priorities: economic, social, environmental.  
Sustainable land use solutions must drive GHG reductions, but they must also integrate other urgent and 
resonant priorities for the region, such as: affordability, congestion management, economic development, 
resilience to climate change impacts, fiscal responsibility and revenue potential for high quality public 
transit. 

• If this climate change work focusses narrowly on the climate, it will fail! 
2. Timely 

• Draft work plans and initial analysis must be undertaken in advance of the new Board being appointed and 
early in first term to offer the best chance of success. 

3. Defensible 
• Approaches will be developed that enable the vision and goals to be reconciled with strategies and actions 

and gaps are identified where continuous improvement efforts are planned. 
4. High Benefit, Low Cost for All 

• Fundamentally linked to the integrated approach to analysis and policy development, efforts focus on 
developing strategies and actions that maximize diverse benefits and minimize costs for all municipalities. 

5. Creative & Collaborative 
• Innovative engagement approaches are planned that enable rich analysis and diverse perspectives to be 

taken into account. 

 
There are an array of win-win-win strategies for the region. Each and every municipality, their residents, businesses 
and taxpayers, and the region would benefit environmentally, socially and economically. Some are net money 
makers, generating revenue for municipalities and TransLink.  The common ground upon which to make this course 
correction is immense.  We have the turning radius to make it! 
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